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Open Letter 
February 1993

Dear Brethren and Friends:

 Greetings, from Southern California! We hope you're all well and are as enthusiastic as we are about "reviving" God's Work.

With the truly massive doctrinal changes, it is definitely time for men and women of faith and courage to stand up for the Truth of Almighty God. I deeply appreciate the letters, calls and outpouring of support from all of you and from many others. Thank you so much!

But now we need to join together to do what Mr. Herbert Armstrong virtually told us to do in his autobiography. Mr. Armstrong wrote: "I know of evangelists who probably are sincere in supposing they are serving God—and who would like to be free to proclaim many truths they now hold back. They reason something like this: ‘If I go farther, and preach those things, I'll lose all my support. I'd be cut off from the ministry altogether. Then I could preach NOTHING. Better serve God by preaching as much of the biblical truth as possible, than to be prevented from preaching anything.'

"They are relying on the financial support of MEN, or of organizations of men. Anyone in that predicament is the SERVANT OF MEN, and NOT OF GOD, whether he realizes it or not" (Autobiography of Herbert W. Armstrong, vol. I, pg.528).

And later, on the same page, Mr. Armstrong wrote: "Of course God does work through human instruments. But I had to rely on GOD to lay it on the hearts of people to support the kind of preaching that obeys Isaiah 58:1 by crying ALOUD—lifting up my voice and showing the people their SINS!"

So as you all know, a number of us here in the Pasadena area have now joined together, under Christ's direction, to organize the "Global Church of God.” We have legally incorporated under this name, and have chosen this name because it is as similar to the term "worldwide" as you can get in the English language.

We plan to organize "home churches” in cities all across the United States, and later in the international areas. Some few congregations will be large enough to require meeting in rented halls from the very beginning. But most will not. So we plan to have dozens of small groups of people mainly having their Sabbath services in the home of leading members. This practice was widespread in the early New Testament Church as noted in Romans 16:5, Colossians 4:15 and other places (New King James Version throughout).

As an Evangelist and the leading minister God has used to raise up this Work, I will supervise the appointments of other elders and deacons —but with much input and guidance from all our other leaders. We must all be sure that our motive in leadership is to serve the people, not to "lord it over them" (Mark 10:42-45). So all of us in leadership positions should earnestly strive, with God's help, to be warm, loving, approachable and genuinely serving in our relations with other brethren.

Later, we definitely plan to have a Council of Elders which will have a great deal of influence and authority. But now, as we are just getting started, we will follow the above biblical principles and have a more complete organization later when God makes that possible.

How are we doing so far?

God always starts things small when He works through human beings. Remember how Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong started with only one church and 19 brethren in 1934. And eighteen and one half years later, when I graduated from Ambassador College, there were only three local churches in the then "Radio Church of God"—Portland, Eugene and Pasadena, with a combined attendance of about 150 people.

By the time you receive this newsletter, the Global Church of God will have established seven local churches —all in the month of January! And our combined attendance figure will be about 175 people.

This, of course, is because we are building on the fine foundation that Christ laid through Herbert W. Armstrong. So we are very grateful to have a part in what Christ is doing to revive His Work. No doubt this surge of initial growth will slow for a bit as we catch our breath, get better organized and prepare for bigger things to come.

But if we are a Church that fasts, prays earnestly and truly obeys God, great growth will come in due time! I want to ask all of you to pray fervently that God will add more members and co-workers to our numbers so that a truly powerful Work may be accomplished.

Your tithes have already been put to good use! About 2000 Church Government and Church Unity booklets were mailed globally. Hundreds of calls have been received on the 800 phone number. A Pitney-Bowes postal machine is up and running. Thirty-two hundred square feet of furnished office space is now occupied by our headquarters staff. Powerful personal computers and a high-quality laser printer have been purchased, along with the latest software for mailing, accounting and desktop publishing. Stationery, envelopes and forms have been printed. Legal costs for incorporation have also been paid.

Recording equipment for taping both audio and video have been bought and preliminary contacts have already been made regarding the purchase of radio time in various major markets around the United States. We have already been accepted on our first radio station, so we will be on the air in a few weeks! Your pioneering spirit has made these things possible!

How do we encourage others to join with us in this effort?

First, we all need to pray and fast and ask our heavenly Father to open the eyes of His truly faithful people to see what is happening, and to give them the faith and courage to act on the truth and join with us in reviving the Work of God.

Secondly, we do need to let all our friends and relatives know what is happening through personal contact, by telephone, and through correspondence. After all, if people don't even know what is happening they can never respond, can they?

Yet, we must all try to ensure that we are reaching out to those we have reason to feel would be genuinely interested. And we must not harangue or pressure them as some others do, or “attack” the WCG or Mr. Tkach personally. This is not right and we will try to avoid this at all costs.

Remember, brethren, and please help all others remember who join us, that most of us were just in the WCG and we all know that many thousands of sincere, dedicated people are members there who may come with us next week, next month or next year as GOD opens their minds and brings each one along at his or her own pace.

So to our brethren in WCG, show love, kindness, mercy and patience!

Thirdly, as soon as finances and circumstances make possible, we plan to get on radio, publish a magazine, put “message ads" in newspapers and magazines and do all we can to preach and publish the gospel of the kingdom of God to all nations (Matthew 24:14).

When talking to WCG members or others, we should be free to explain our doctrinal difference and uphold the Truth vigorously—but without personal attacks on the WCG, its leaders, or any other organization. But, as God permits, we will preach powerfully about the coming RULE of Christ based on God's Law. We will WARN our nations of their SINS. And we will tell our English-speaking peoples of their national identity, their responsibility and of the coming Great Tribulation if they fail to heed! (Ezekiel 33:1-7.)

In Jesus' name, I ask all of you to pray fervently for the success of this Work of God! Satan will try to accuse, to thwart, to overthrow us in any and every way he can. If we are close to God, he will not succeed.

With absolute confidence that our cause is right, with complete faith that God will bless and guide us, we shall succeed in reviving the Work of the Great GOD. Let's all do our part with faith and zeal.

Editorial by Roderick C. Meredith

A Church is Born!

Down through the centuries God's Church has gone through many "dark ages. " Misguided or fearful leaders would begin to compromise with the world and bring in pagan doctrines or practic​es (See Revelation 2:14-15 and 20). But always, after a time, God would "revive" His work through the efforts of faithful men and women.

So it is today.

Technically, as we know, the Global Church of God is not a "new" church. It is simply the result of Christ's Spirit moving to revive the Truth by raising up another "branch" of His Church on earth. Mr. Herbert Armstrong was guided in doing this when he left the Stanberry, and later the Salem, "branches" of the Sardis Church and caused the Radio Church of God to become a completely separate entity. Most of us learned the Truth because of what God led Mr. Armstrong to do.

So the formation of the Global Church of God is a historic occasion! In years to come, multiple millions of people may look back on this time and on what all of us are doing. If we so yield to God that we can be used to preach and publish Christ's gospel to much of the world, we will indeed be blessed. If we unitedly get behind this newborn Work of God and impact the lives of millions, we will certainly be laying up treasure in heaven.

But it will not be easy.

As Mr. Armstrong used to say, "We've got to work with all our might as if the result depended on us. Then, we need to pray with all our hearts as if the result depended totally on God." For God doesn't do His Work for us, but through us. And we can do nothing apart from God and His Spirit guiding, leading, motivating and empower​ing us (John 5:30).

For you and I, and all of us, are "pioneers"! We will have to endure the challenges and hard​ships of pioneers. But we will also have the deep satisfaction and the blessings of those who were willing to exercise faith and courage in the pur​suit of the Truth. And we will have demonstrat​ed that we have the genuine love of God to carry His Message to a sick and dying world that so desperately needs it.

So let us back off and see the Big Picture. Let us realize that in spite of trials and persecu​tions, this is indeed a very special and wonderful time in our lives and in the life of the Church of the Living God!

Fundamentals of Prophecy

by John Daneri Schroeder

Because exotic symbolism characterizes so much of prophecy, many tend to give it a wide berth—but for those who love and obey God, prophecy is a thing to be understood. Take for example the Book of Revelation, also called the Apocalypse. Symbol after mysterious symbol, this book can hold its own with the most flamboyant of all prophetic writings—yet Jesus Christ welcomes its readers, warmly inviting us to understand!
The revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place... Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near (Revelation l:1-3, NIV).

Clearly, Jesus said this book reveals the future to His servants, and that its contents are to be taken to heart. Who can take a mystery to heart unless it is understood? Can we act on an enigma? Should we really understand the future? The prophet Amos, said we can: "Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets" (Amos 3:7).
God insists that His servants the prophets will understand and fearlessly teach what the future holds. If teachers cannot see the revealed future, then are they true servants of God? If we should not understand prophecy, why did God have the prophetic books written? They comprise a full third of the Bible, and all mankind is commanded to live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4)!

Concerning Prophetic Error

The Apostle Paul once seriously misjudged the time when an important prophecy would come to pass. He wrote: "For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.... Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. . . " (I Thessalonians 4:15,17).
Almost two thousand years ago, this true apostle of God wrote for all to see, that Christ would return in his lifetime. Of course, in the greater sense, Paul's use of we can rightly be taken to include everyone who has ever been converted. But when Paul wrote those words he believed that he would personally see the return of the Messiah. Yet, not even Christ ventured a guess where dates are concerned. Despite many interpretive errors of the past, prophesied events of the future are coming nonetheless. These events will occur in God's good time, and the fact of these coming catastrophes is critically important (Isaiah 55:10-11).

More than three hundred million Americans and Britons are now marching blindly, relentlessly into certain holocaust. Yet they are aware neither of their ancient heritage nor of their terrifying destiny. Brotherly love insists that we warn our people. We are our brothers' keepers. Through Moses, God forbad indifference when a brother's interests fall within our power to help (Deuteronomy 22:1-4). And Christ insisted that we love our neighbors as ourselves. At this moment, everything our English-speaking brothers possess, including their very lives, is at awesome risk—and we alone hold the key for their escape. The responsibility we now bear for the British Commonwealth and the American peoples is among the heaviest ever born by mankind (Ezekiel 3:17-20).

God once warned Adam and Eve, "In the day that you eat thereof you shall surely die." God was wiser about date-setting than some of us have been in times past. He let Adam and Eve set their own date with destiny—but that destiny came as surely as the rising and setting of the sun. And so will come the destiny of our own peoples, any erroneous dates of the past notwithstanding.

Christ praised His Father that He had hidden His secrets from the wise and prudent of this world, and revealed them to babes (Luke 10:21). This clearly shows that great intellect and erudition are not the keys to understanding prophecy. "Babes" in worldly understanding might be expected to make errors in judgment—like setting wrong dates. But it is still easy for these same men and women of humble and contrite spirits to understand the grand intentions and mysteries of their God. Prophecy was written to inform them, and God's true servants are always informed.

Moses and the Prophets

When Daniel made his confession before God for his sins and those of his people, he prayed fervently:

We have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts and Your judgments. Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land....
We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets. Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him (Daniel 9:5-6,10-11).

From Daniel's deeply heartfelt prayer, we begin to understand the fundamental work of prophets. They spoke not only to the elite, but also to "all the people of the land." To reach everyone, prophets had to be understandable to everyone. God would not bring curses upon His people after warning them in language that most could not understand. According to the Law of Moses, that would be illegal. Prophesied events are to be clear, so the entire nation can understand and heed. (God often withholds the timing of a prophecy, and may even alter it, based on the deeds of the people involved.)

Now note the important connection here between the prophets and the five Books of Moses called the Law. Because both the people and their leadership failed to return to the "Law of Moses, " as a1l the prophets always urged, the curses of the Law were poured out on the entire nation. To get a proper feel for the character of Moses' great work, look at the last paragraph of Deuteronomy: "Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Moses—whom the LORD singled out, face to face, for the various signs and portents that the LORD sent him to display in the land of Egypt. . . " (Deuteronomy 34:10-11, Tanakh).

Even though we do not generally refer to Moses' books, called the Law or the Torah (Teachings), as prophecies, per se, they are nonetheless the foundation, the basis for every subsequent word of prophecy in the entire Bible, both Old and New Testaments. The Mosaic books contain the laws, commandments and statutes upon which both the Old and New Covenants are based—and these laws insist that before anyone can take punitive action against another, the sinner's guilt must be formally established in the mouth of two or three witnesses (Deuteronomy 19:15, 17:6). Official witnesses, when sent by God to confirm the guilt of the nation, are those whom we popularly call the prophets. The servants of God establish national guilt before God, the judge, can take punitive action.

How does a prophet know the future?

Apart from specific detailed prophecies, a11 the fundamentals of prophecy are revealed in the Torah—in the five books of Moses (Isaiah 8:20). All the rest of the Bible comprises a form of commentary on the teachings God gave His people through Moses [who spoke for the One who became Christ (John 5:46-47)] . Beyond the books of Moses, all the remaining books of the Bible explain through history, ritual, poetry, prophecy, genealogy, biography and letters to churches how the laws, statutes and commandments of Moses should be applied under both covenants—and even how that application must include holocaust to rid the land of apostasy when it develops (Deuteronomy 13).

When?

When do prophecies take place? "In the day that you eat thereof, you shall surely die, " was the promise of our Creator to our first parents. We are punished when we choose to persist in disobedience. Nobody can set that date for us. When we see buds on the trees we know that spring is near. When the wickedness of God's people approaches biblical proportions, destruction and captivity are near. This has always been true. From world conditions we know the time of God's intervention is now imminent. God will once again declare the guilt of His people through another witness or witnesses—His servants the prophets (Isaiah 58:1). Herbert W. Armstrong prophesied first in this twentieth century, but he was only one prophet. There must be at least one more tremendous and powerful witness among the children of Joseph before God can allow Israel's children to be conquered.

We know there will be two witnesses operating out of Jerusalem during the captivity; perhaps they will also work in America and Britain before the tribulation begins. Time will tell.

Some few did heed Mr. Armstrong's message and will ultimately escape captivity. The other precious lives who will soon respond to warning are now in our hands. They wait, unknowingly, for the urgent message which will soon warn them through our efforts—as once we were warned. And they must be warned in time for them to heed and escape with us. We dare not let them down!

News Trends and Prophecy

by Ron Nelson

Islam: Preparing to Be a Power

Since the end of the Russian empire and the removal of the Berlin wall there has been growing hope for a "new world order"—a designation which means different things to different groups. This new order remains seemingly just out of reach to this troubled and weary world looking for a little respite. Actually, there are developments and trends very much on the move that are like dark storm clouds swelling on the horizon.

Islam has not played a significant role in most of modern world affairs. It has been a religion mostly fragmented and disunited from nation to nation and sect to sect (Shiite, Sunni, etc.). There was a rise in assertiveness of the Shiite Muslims in Iran under the Ayatollah Khomeini. However, after his passing even Iran became more moderate. But Islamic fundamentalism is making its presence felt in more and more countries in North Africa, the Middle East and on into Southeast Asia.

The secular government of Egypt is very concerned. It recently staged a huge security operation aimed at breaking up the troublesome Islamic militants that have been a thorn in the government's side at least since the: assassination of President Sadat in 1981.

Heavily armed troops sealed off an area of Cairo known to harbor dissidents and arrested 400 Islamic militants. Afterward, President Mubarak's press secretary said, "This operation should finish them off. We estimate that 90 percent of them have been captured now and the rest are on the run, homeless. The terrorist movement has felt the full force and magnitude of the government: " (New York Times News Service, Dec. 10, 1992.)
Some critics of the government in Egypt fear the military operation will have a backlash, causing further instability in the country. In fact, fundamentalists have struck back after the crackdown by shooting foreign tourists in Southern Egypt.

Algeria's military-backed government has also been fumbling for ways to control that country's very assertive fundamentalists wanting to form an Islamic republic. A Los Angeles Times report of Nov. 23, 1992 said, "The collapse of Algeria's government would have an impact particularly in Morocco, Tunisia and Egypt, but also on countries as far away as Jordan and even some of the Muslim former Soviet republics in Central Asia. "

The same report added, "European governments are also worried about the repercussions of their own large Muslim communities. "The threat to secular governments is real because the Islamists' agenda includes conforming national law to Islamic tenets which are viewed as harsh, inflexible and stifling to the Western-style secular societies.

Iran's Muslim clerics who run the government see Western values, particularly those of the U. S., which they characterize as "Satan-​America," as an enemy to the religious society they want to enforce on their people. After a moderate faction led by President Hashemi Rafsanjani had taken government control, it was believed that better relations with the United States and Europe would prevail. This is not the case. As Los Angeles Times reported from Tehran, "The expected debut of a kinder, gentler Islamic republic will have to wait. The mullahs [clerics] are back. " (Los Angeles Times, Sept. 29, 1992.)

God's Word tells Christians to "watch and pray" (Luke 21:36). This is especially true since we are living in the end-time. A King of the South is prophesied to arise (Dan. 11:5) and have conflict with the king of the North (v.40). The "king of the South" will be a powerful nation in the mideast (south of Europe which is "the North" in prophecy) or a confederation of Islamic countries. It is conceivable that the notoriously disunited Arab countries could forge a viable alliance held together with the "glue" of the common religion and culture of Islam with its unique world view.

This prophesied Southern king, or kingdom, will be sufficiently strong enough to be a serious concern to the "king of the North," causing him to come down into the area of the holy land and establish a military presence there (Daniel 11:41).

The German People have Stirred

In 1992, there were over 18,000 incidents of violence against foreigners in Germany. There were at least 17 deaths caused by neo-nazis. As the year drew to a close, the government and elected officials still seemed unsure, or unwilling, to confront the problem. Then in December, 1992 thousands of citizens turned out in mass protests in German cities. Munich saw 300,000 people form a "chain of lights" stretching 25 miles through the city. Berlin also saw many thousands turn out in the cold night air to lock arms and hold candles in a human chain more than 6 miles long.

Tyler Marshall, reporting from Germany for the Los Angeles Times said, "There is a growing number of Germany's vast silent majority who have begun to stand up and say `no' to the revival of right-wing extremism." Many people are disturbed by the "widespread public indifference to the repeated attacks against asylum-seekers..." (Dec. 5, 1992).

Germany has come under growing international pressure to do something to curb the appalling violence. And, although government officials express dismay, "With the lone exception of [German President Richard] Von Weizsaecker, Germany's leadership for months seemed either unwilling or unable to react to the repeated attacks against foreigners. That inaction, coupled with the lack of any visible public response, generated an atmosphere of tacit approval for the attacks..." (Los Angeles Times, Dec. 26, 1992).

"One Third Reich was enough," said a protestor. Certainly there is ample reason for the surge of concern. Mr. Marshall of The Times observed, "The Germans now accept as normal many things that just 10 years ago would have been unacceptable.." The hate-driven violence is mainly finding expression against foreigners from Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe. There are few Jewish victims now, but anti-semitism is reflected in "the challenge from young soccer fans who curse the referee with the words, `Jew to Auschwitz!'”

After one of several Los Angeles Times articles appeared concerning the "chain of lights" protests in German cities, the editor of the Times reprinted a letter from a foreign exchange student from Stuttgart, Germany. The student wrote: "In Germany before I left, there were never any serious political demonstrations. People were not that much interested in politics... [Now] they are standing up. They are trying to influence what is happening in politics.... I am proud of those who fight racism in my country...." (Los Angeles Times, Jan. 1, 1993 . ) It is not known yet whether this new public activism will be sustained or stop in a few weeks. Nevertheless, the grass​roots movement should be noted. "It is an approach rarely seen in Germany. Here, the long deliberate suppression of nationalistic emotions has blunted the sense of patriotism and national pride that so frequently drives Americans to activism. "

"What we are seeing is something really unusual," commented Juergen Friedrichs, head of the Research Institute for Sociology at Cologne University. "There have been local protests over local problems before, but nothing like this at a national level."

The Bible shows that the Assyrians, from whom much of the German nation has descended, is prophesied to be used as the "rod of God's anger" to punish modern Israel if she does not repent of her sins (Isaiah 10:5-7). Considering the potential of the German nation—for good and for bad—brings to mind their role in recent history. In the years leading up to World War II the German people were mightily roused by patriotism and a misguided cause. Are we seeing the ignition of a new political consciousness and willingness among the German people to express themselves politically that could some day be harnessed or manipulated again?

God's prophecies are sure (II Peter 1:19) and we can by them see into the future. Ultimately, these German people will excel in the wonderful world tomorrow, during the millennial reign of Christ (Isaiah 20:23-25).

But for now, it is believed that how the German nation reacts to these on-going Neo-Nazi incidences of violence will decide the nation's democratic future! "Together with the new lure of rightist parties amid voter disenchantment with the country's mainstream politicians, these attitudes have provided an atmosphere that encourages the violence. As a result, the actions of a few thousand ill-organized, mainly leaderless youths have shaken the foundations of German democracy. "

It is more important than ever to remain spiritually alert. Watch news trends and do not be distracted by the cares of daily living. The significance of many trends and lesser events around the world could be overlooked if we do not make an effort to see the "big picture." News developments verify that prophecy is real and very much, even now, in the process of being fulfilled before our very eyes in these last days!

Quick and Powerful

Phinehas Stands Up!

by Staff

If you do not remember the story of Phinehas (Numbers 25:1-18) and how his bold action stopped the plague God sent upon Israel, spending about three minutes to read it would be time well spent! Phinehas exceeded the authority of a priest when he single-handedly killed Zimri and Cozbi for a blatant sexual sin. There was no trial and no testimony given. Yet, the law requires the death sentence to be carried out by stoning—and only with the testimony of two or three witnesses (Deuteronomy 17:1-7).

It was clear that Moses was aware of the incident (Numbers 25:6). Should not Phinehas wait for God or Moses to take action? Should God punish Phinehas for exceeding his authority? Why did God do the opposite—bless Phinehas' family forever? How does this differ from Korah exceeding his authority only nine chapters earlier?

The difference is simple. Phinehas was doing the will of God; Korah was doing his own will. Phinehas understood that the congregation was suffering because of "harlotry" and that God was punishing them for it (Deuteronomy 25:1, 4-5). Korah must have forgotten all of the great works done through Moses and falsely called Egypt a "land of milk and honey" (Numbers 16:12-14). In both cases, God gave a sign to show His will by blessing Phinehas and destroying Korah.

Phinehas was not fearful to stand up for what was right, even though it was unpopular among the people. The two people he killed were both children of prominent men—revenge was always a possibility. But Phinehas did what he did because action was needed, and because it was right!.

.

Open Letter
March 1993

Dear Brethren and Friends: 

Greetings again from Southern California! Thank you again for your prayers and your support for this Work which Christ is using us to do!

I have just finished reading some of your very encouraging letters. Let me share with you just a few sentences one per​son wrote us from Wisconsin: "After listening to two recent tapes by you and reading your letter of December 31, 1992 and putting, your words to the test for the last three hectic weeks, I feel like I've come home. Suddenly the sun is shin​ing and warm. You have brought back God's truth, the Plain Truth. Now I can understand things again. I'm not a smart man, but I could see wrong things for a long time. Far too much confusion, too much contradiction with the Bible. Because of the lukewarm thinking, I have a lot of damage to repair. But now I have what I lost--h o p e--but I find things in my private life are repairing fast. I have the 'first love' back, and the incredible urge to study and improve and be out​going and caring, not the likes since my first year after bap​tism. God gives us such strength if only we are willing to walk the walk, not water it down to where it's slide the slide."

After blessing us with seven new churches in January, the Living Christ has given us four more new churches in February with an additional two churches slated to start this Sabbath (as I write), March 6. So for another week or two, our total number of churches is 13--all in only nine weeks ! So we are very thankful. And as of this Sabbath, church attendance should run well over three hundred in our 'little flock' with hundreds more hoping we can start churches in their respective areas.

And relating to this subject, we have some more GOOD NEWS ! Two more full-time ministers and their wives have just decided to come with us and serve in the ministry of the Global Church o f God! 

They are, respectively, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Knowlton and Mr. and Mrs. David Pack. Mr. Knowlton has been pastoring the Marrietta, Ohio, congregation of the WCG, and Mr. Pack the large Akron church. They have both been taking a stand for the Truth, and have tried to be loyal to Christ and to the doctrines they were taught. Mr. Pack will now pastor our congregation in Akron, and Mr. Knowlton will move to Cincinnati to pastor the Global Church congregation there. So please pray brethren, as these men and their families will be unmer​cifully persecuted and vilified, their actions and even their motives distorted, all in the name of "Christianity"!

But the United States is still a relatively free country, isn't it? So we still have opportunity to worship in the way God leads us to see is best, and to do the real Work of Christ.

"The World Ahead" radio program is now broadcast regularly over KAAY, Little Rock, Arkansas (where are you, Mr. Clinton, when we need you?). And we are slated to begin broadcasting on five additional stations by March 14. So please pray fer​vently; brethren, for God's inspiration and blessing on every phase of this radio broadcast.

Now I would like to turn your attention to the BIG event coming up soon--God's Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread. We will all be observing the Passover this year, as always, at the beginning of the fourteenth of Abib according to the sacred calendar.

Please note that specific Passover information will be sent soon as a separate letter. Well before next year's Passover, we will publish a detailed article or booklet about the Passover. But be sure that no big changes are anticipated from what Mr. Armstrong taught us all. However, with new peo​ple coming into the Church, and with technical questions com​ing up, we do plan to put the complete Passover explanation in writing by next year.

But now is the time to begin preparing spiritually for this year's Passover in a special way. For, it seems, we have now been "twice delivered" from Egypt!

We need to be deeply thankful for what Jesus Christ did do, and is doing, for all of us. We should all start reviewing--in our personal Bible study--the gospel accounts of Jesus' sacri​fice for us. And we all need to meditate and pray about the wonderful meaning of Christ's death and resurrection for each of us personally.
Remember that about one third of John's gospel is devoted to the last week of Jesus' life! So you really get an in-dept explanation of the events of that week in John's account. And John alone gives some of the most profound teachings of Jesus, which were uttered during that final week of His life.

So it would be good to especially study the gospel of John, chapter twelve through twenty-one. And, of course, the sixth chapter of John is filled with teaching that relates to the Passover, especially John 6:53-57: "He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed."

Brethren, at this Passover season, let us who have deter​mined to hold on to the full Truth really "eat and drink" of Jesus Christ! Not only by taking the Passover symbols, but by literally feeding on His Word, making it part of our very being, praying to God continually throughout each day and in all of this, "walking with God" as Jesus did.

Remember to reflect deeply on II Corinthians 13:5: " Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Prove your​selves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? unless indeed you are disqualified."

So let each of us compare ourselves with Christ, not with other humans. Let us be thankful for His Spirit, His love and strength and help in overcoming. And let us be everlastingly thankful to our Savior for "emptying" Himself (Philippians 2:7) so He could die in our stead and pay the penalty of all the selfish, rotten, vain, lustful and deceitful acts and thoughts and words that have been a part of our lives in the past.

Certainly our merciful Father and our Savior, Jesus Christ, more than deserve our eternal love, loyalty and deep apprecia​tion. Let us approach this year's Passover in that spirit.
Editorial by Roderick C. Meredith

Persecution!

It may seem strange in our modern world, but many of us are being harassed and persecuted. Persecuted not for departing from our original beliefs, but for holding them fast. Persecuted not for going into some orgiastic pagan cult, but simply for transferring our membership from one Sabbath-keep​ing Church to another which we feel is preserving the biblical Truths we were converted to in the first place.

Jesus said: "Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets" (Luke 6:22-​23).

Most of you know that I, personally, am being vilified and persecuted on a regular basis. Should I waste my time trying to answer every single lie, distortion or exaggeration they come up with? I think not. For GOD will fight my battles and take care of those who attack me in a way I could never do myself.

And God will do the same for each of you! Let us always remember the apostle Paul's inspired state​ment: "What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?" (Romans 8:31.)

Perhaps these misguided persecutors would do well to remember the advice given by Gamaliel to those who persecuted the original apostles: "And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it—lest you even be found to fight against God" (Acts 5:38-39).

That is the "acid test," brethren. And I think we in the Global Church of God understand what this test involves. If we are increasingly blessed and used of God to preach and publish the Truth, and if more and more people from the outside world are brought into contact with the true Jesus Christ and His teach​ings through us—and are strengthened, encouraged and healed physically, emotionally and most of all spiritually—then WOE be to those who attack and vilify the servants of the living GOD!

So when confused individuals and organiza​tions spend much of their time, money and energy attacking and harassing simple Christians who want the freedom to worship God where they feel the full Truth is being taught, perhaps that should tell us something. Do these people feel very insecure, frus​trated—perhaps even guilty? What is the real motive behind these malicious, unprovoked attacks?

Let us be encouraged, brethren, to move for​ward and do the Work of God in a positive way. We are following in the footsteps of Christ and the apos​tles. And we are in very good company when we are persecuted merely for preaching the Truth, and want​ing to share that precious Truth with others. Again: "If God is for us, who can be against us?"
Fundamentals of Prophecy Part II

by John. Daneri Schroeder

What Do Prophets Do?

The Law of Moses is every true prophet's bread and butter. In the introduction to this series we said that all prophecy is based upon the Law of Moses. Actually, all Scripture is based upon the Law of Moses. And, in a sense, all of Scripture can rightly be termed "prophecy," although just a part of it specifically predicts the future. The biblical terms translated "prophecy" include everything inspired by God, or "God-​breathed, " as the Greek has it in II Timothy 3:16. And there is false prophecy; but more about that later.

The term prophet is derived from a Greek word prophetes, which means "one who speaks on behalf of another." It may also be interpreted as "one who speaks forth" or "makes a public decla​ration." The modern concept of a prophet as "one who predicts" or "forecasts the future" is based upon the fact that the ancient prophet did occa​sionally predict future events through divine inspiration. But this represented only one aspect of his ministry. Forthtelling, rather than foretelling, was his primary function (Exploring the Old Testament, W . T. Purkiser, Editor, Beacon Hill Press, Kansas City, 1968, pp. 287- 288).

In the Hebrew Scriptures, nabi (or navi) is consistently translated "prophet." The words roeh and chozeh (ch is the guttural "h" as in "Bach") are typically rendered "seer." All three words were used more or less interchangeably, one giving way to the other as words do tend to change over time (I Sam. 9:9). They all mean about the same as the Greek, prophetes—announcing or pouring forth declarations of God (Unger's Bible Dictionary, Merrill Unger, Moody Press, Chicago, 1957; p. 890).

A prophet's work is not mystical or occult, but rather is the work of reasonable men and women called by God and inspired by the Holy Spirit. Their work was and is quite normal, even by modern standards. For example, the Temple singers, all of them Levites, were said to "proph​esy with harps" (I Chron. 25:1). Strong's Concordance notes that naba, to prophesy, is to "speak (or sing) by inspiration (in prediction or simple discourse [Strong's #50121))." So, in a broad sense, inspired preaching and singing are legitimate forms of prophesying.

Our Lives are Prophecy

Indeed, the apostle Paul told the Corinthians to "Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy"—which he defines as simply speaking “edification and exhortation and comfort to men" (I Cor. 14:1, 3). Since New Testament Church members are called into a “royal priesthood... [to] proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;" then our Christian lives should be prophetic, or representative of the Kingdom of God (I Pet. 2:9). This is not the formal office of a prophet, but is a nor​mal function of the Holy Spirit within each mem​ber of Christ's body, Christ Himself being a prophet (Luke 4:23- 27).

If the prophetic significance of our lives is to be felt by the world around us, the Church mem​bership should be governed today as the Kingdom of God will be governed in the future—​by the "perfect Law of Liberty" of which we read in James 1:25, which is the pure and peace​able, gentle wisdom from above (James 3:17, Deut. 4:6). God has not changed; nor has His perfect Law. But there is a surprise for many where the Law of Moses is concerned. It is not a "Law" as protestant Christianity has often viewed it, because in our English Bibles "The Law" usually does not refer specifically to a Law, although it includes many laws, commandments and statutes. This is generally quite a shock to those who try to pit law against grace—​because grace is among the most important quali​ties of "The Law." Yet how many people think of grace when they hear the word Law?
A Perfect Law of Liberty

"The Law" is only a fair definition for Moses' books. They do contain the laws of Israel, but the term "Law" is incomplete by itself. Torah is the Hebrew word most often translated "Law” in our English Bibles. But Torah means "Teachings"—not just "Law". And since the Greek word, nomos, was used by Jews to translate Torah in the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, it (nomos) should more often be understood to mean Torah in the New Testament. In our New Testaments, when cou​pled with the definite article, o nomos (The Law) refers to the Divine Law of Israel, and should be understood as such (A Critical Lexicon and Concordance, E. Bullinger, Lamp Press, London, 1957, p. 442).

The basic term for "law" in the O.T. would appear at first glance to be "Torah.” In Judaism this term is used to designate the first five books of the O.T. Pentateuch. Its actual meaning, however, is not "law" but “instruction," “guidance," “direction." Torah is that which points the way for the faithful Israelite and for the community of Israel. Not merely the laws of the Pentateuch provide guidance; the entire story of God's dealings with mankind and with Israel points the way (Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, OT TERMS FOR LAW, Volume 3, p. 77).

The utterly false concept of harsh law being administered by a heavy-handed Old Testament God is not remotely biblical. Any careful study of Moses' books will reveal God as chesed—a term which includes mercy, kindness, devotion, grace, faithfulness, loyalty—traits which define a loving marriage covenant between God and His chosen people. God is perfect love—perfect chesed—yesterday, today and forever" (I John 4:8, Heb. 13:8).

Anyone speaking contrary to the "Law" has no light in him; truth never dawns on him (Isa. 8:20). The Teachings of Moses are Israel's very life (Deut. 32:45-47). From these perfect Teachings, Micah understood what the Law requires, and wrote, "What does the LORD require of you, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?" (Mic. 6:8). This agrees completely with Jesus' appraisal of the royal Law:

Then one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, testing him, and saying, "Master, which is the great commandment in the law?" Jesus said to him , "You shalt love the Lord God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the sec​ond is like to it, You shalt love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the Prophets. (Matt. 22:35- 40).

Every week, portions of the Torah and of the Haftorah (the Law and the Prophets) are read in synagogues around the world (Acts 15:21). Moses is completely covered each year in this fashion, with appropriate commentary from the Prophets. Since Jesus was raised in the knowl​edge of the Scriptures, referring to the Torah and Haftorah would have been as natural as sunrise. He clearly saw the Law of Moses as an expres​sion of His own love. In no way is it an expres​sion of "legalistic" theology. Both God and His Teachings are perfect expressions of love and of true freedom (I John 5:3, James 1:23-25). When we choose to ignore the royal Law, even our prayers become repugnant to God (Prov. 28:9). These writings are not something to be trifled with. 
​God's Laws establish LIBERTY

The power of good laws to secure freedom is no mystery to Americans. This is enthusiasti​cally proclaimed in the song, America the Beautiful, with the inspiring lyrics, "Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy Liberty in law!" A remarkably well-written constitutional law estab​lishes and protects the precious freedoms enjoyed by citizens of the United States. Few would call this law "bondage"—except when it is unjustly administered.

Similarly, there is no document in existence to compare with God's "Constitution". It so per​fectly defines justice, mercy and caring as does the perfect "Law" of Liberty—summarized in the Ten Commandments (actually called the "Ten Words" in Hebrew), and which, in turn, are explained in perfect detail through hundreds of other laws and prohibitions.

These more numerous "commandments" were an extremely important matter in the com​munity in which Jesus Christ was raised. He was what every Jewish boy becomes at age 13—a bar mitzva—a "son of the commandments." Not all of these commandments apply to everyone. For one obvious example, only priests and Levites can legally perform Temple sacrifices—although everyone can learn from their services. But far more of God's commandments or teachings can be obeyed than the average man of does in most societies today. Consider the command of impartiality in judgment. Is this always care​fully obeyed when the rich confront the poor? How many of us observe the year of release or the Great Law of loving neighbor as oneself'? The laws of justice, kindness and humility?

Jesus said, "If you love me, keep my com​mandments" (John 14:15, Deut. 30:6, 8). His good friend, the apostle John said, "He who says, `I know Him' and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him" (I John 2:4). The Ten Commandments which God wrote on two tables of stone are the great categories into which the other commands are to be organized—the many mitzvas which Solomon mentioned when he said, "Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole man" (Eccl. 12:13).
When Jeremiah wrote, "Let him who glo​ries glory in this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD, exercising lovingkind​ness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth. For in these I delight, says the LORD," he left no room whatsoever for anyone who ignores the great or even the least commandments of the Law (Jer. 9:24, Matt. 5:17-20).

David cried, "Oh, how I love your Law! It is my meditation all the day" (Psa. 119:97)! He loved the perfect guidance God had given him through Moses, which enabled him to deal justly and humbly as Israel's king.

In Psalms 19 David wrote with fervent devotion:

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; the statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the com​mandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them your servant is warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward (Psa. 19:7-11).

It is difficult to find any teaching more kind or merciful than the "Law." It contains the per​fect Teachings of the One who is both All-​Powerful and perfect in steadfast, tenderhearted mercies and lovingkindness. Nothing gets much better than that, though Christ "magnified" the law and made its meaning even more full and clear in His own life and teachings (Isa. 42:21). Any people who really strive to live by the Teachings of Moses will be among the kindest and most generous on earth. The Law converts the soul into some thing very much like God (Psa.19:7)!

Elijah's N.T. Prophetic Work

All true prophets taught and will teach according to the Law (Isa. 8:20). Take for a poignant example the background and work of Elijah the prophet as presented at the end of Malachi:

Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for all Israel. See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse (Mal. 4:4-6, NIV).

One coming in the spirit and power of Elijah was to restore the Law to many in Israel just prior to the coming of the Messiah in glory. He was to successfully reestablish families in rever​ence for Israel's magnificent God—but not through trite "pop" psychology. Through his ministry, parents were to learn to teach the royal Law to their children in Godly fear (Deut. 4:9​-10, 6:4-9, 11:19). This was Abraham's good example, and if we are Christ's, then we are spiritual children of Abraham (Gen. 26:5, Gal. 3:29). We will teach our children as Abraham did, turning them to God and to their parents, and ourselves to our children (Gen. 18:17-19).

Missing from Malachi's description of Elijah's prophetic work is the popular concept of foretelling future events. The Law of Moses will do some of that, but predicting is not stated as the central character of Elijah's work. Each true prophet's work is always based upon the Law of God—or the work is false and will ultimately be destroyed (Deut. 13, II Pet. 2:1-22).

So we have seen that prophecy—the work of a prophet —is not merely a job of foretelling future events. Far more important than that, it is the monumental task of turning humanity whole​heartedly to the perfect Law of Liberty—to the Teachings of Jesus Christ through Moses, the Prophets, the Writings and the New Testament (Isa. 8:20, John 5:46-47). In the final analysis, prophecies of future blessings or curses are mere​ly incentives to motivate us to fervently return to God and to His perfect royal Law of Liberty (Deut. 30:1-14).

News Trends and Prophecy

by Ron Nelson

1992: A Year of Stunning Losses

"Wind, rain, earthquakes, hail, floods, fire​—everything but pestilence—hit the property/casu​alty insurance industry in 1992, the worst year ever for catastrophes, " so says an article in the business section of The Los Angeles Times, February 21, 1993. Assessing the effects of last year's losses, the article about the insurance busi​ness went on: "Things were so bad that even without Hurricane Andrew, the killer storm that caused more than $15 billion in insured losses in Florida and Louisiana, 1992 still would have been the second-worst year on record. That's because the Los Angeles riots, Hawaii's Hurricane Iniki and winter storms in the Northeast together caused more than $3 billion in havoc."

This year of disasters has sorely effected the insurance industry which always has to take a strict, bottom line view of things in order to stay in business at all. The article continued: "Andrew prompted the insurance industry to revise its thinking about worst-case scenarios. One immediate outcome was sharp price increas​es by reinsurers—the global community of firms, such as Lloyd's of London which absorb a share of insurance companies' risk."

In California, water shortages is an on-going concern despite unusually heavy rainfall being recorded this winter.

Although California's governor announced in February of this year that the six-year dry spell was over that had severely impacted some of the state's towns and cities, water shortages are like​ly to remain a serious concern for the foreseeable future. "Water politics" is becoming a familiar term because of the divergent views of politi​cians, agencies and the public about how to meet the need.

Even without the drought in California, man's poor judgment and faulty management of land and resources has lead to over-building in arid and semi-arid areas. Consequently, the "water-guzzling behemoth" of Southern California is forced to depend on water from hundreds of miles away.

As the prophet Amos was inspired to predict, "I also withheld rain from you, when there were still three months to the harvest. “ I made it rain on one city, I withheld rain from another city. One part was rained upon; and where it did not rain that part withered. So two or three cities wandered to another city to drink water, but they were not satisfied, yet you have not returned to Me,' says the Lord" (Amos 4:6- 8).
The California coastal city of Santa Barbara was experiencing such dire shortages that water had to be trucked into the community. All kinds of bizarre schemes were considered such as float​ing an iceberg down the coast to supply water for the city. During the protracted time of drought, water usage was so restricted in Santa Barbara that some residents resorted to spraying green dye on their parched brown lawns!

There is growing uncertainty about having enough water to meet the needs of burgeoning cities and towns in scattered areas across the country. At times, we seem totally helpless to anticipate and guard against more and more nat​ural disturbances. Associated Press on February 25, 1993 reported from Arizona "Water poured uncontrolled over a dam spillway, feeding a flood that is expected to swamp the homes of 3,500 people and ruin $10 million worth of agri​cultural produce, officials said. The normally dry Gila River, fed by record winter rains that have caused millions of dollars in damage else​where in Arizona, was expected to spread across thousands of acres of sparsely populated desert farmland over the next several days."

Reuters News Service related another instance where the government is having to step in with assistance. "President Clinton on Friday declared a major disaster for Washington state because of severe storms that struck the area in January. The declaration makes the state eligible for federal assistance" ( Reuters, March 3, 1993 ).

For the time being, state and federal agencies have been able to help localities and regions cope with the clean-up and repair of public infrastruc​ture damage as well as render aid and low-inter​est loans to private parties and small businesses. But what will be the social, and even the political ramifications, if national and/or state authorities are overwhelmed or financially unable to respond adequately to natural calamities in the years just ahead?

A headline in a recent Gannett News Service story warns "Changes in Weather Patterns Could Heat Up World Political Tensions." The article by Dell Richards explained that "with the Cold War over, some politicians and scientists believe we may be facing an even greater superpower—​the weather." On a worldwide basis, the article said, "this past year saw some of the most extreme weather conditions on record."

It was noted that politicians from Vice President Al Gore to former West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt have said that cli​mate change could create major political problems both within nations and between them. In 1991, Schmidt told a group of international busi​ness leaders that "climate change could become one of the biggest dangers to global stability."

The article also pointed out that even the CIA is studying that possibility. Its director, Robert Gates, recently said that rapid environmental changes, which affect short-term weather and long-range climate, are being added to the agen​cy's list of threats to national security.
How, you might ask, could weather problems in the United States have an international impact. The Gannett report gave the example of a reduced grain harvest. This would mean less grain to sell to countries that rely on it. In turn, this would lead to fewer exports to trade and the U.S. trade deficit would worsen. Eventually, these world leaders know, if climatic troubles continue to worsen, starving refugees could become a problem for neighboring countries."

Jesus warned of a coming revolution in nature (see Luke 21:11, 25). To any nation that rebels against His laws God says: "And your heavens which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you shall be iron. The Lord will change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed” (Deut. 28:23-24).

Satan is the prince of the power of the air. He is still able to affect the weather, and certain​ly the destruction and loss we see increasingly prevalent, is characteristic of him. But God is the Absolute Power at the controls of the Universe. He is able to command the climate and direct the weather to be a blessing to that nation or nations that obey Him and His righteous ways.

Quick and Powerful

Does God really ALLOW It?

by Bill Brazil

Many of us use the statement "God allowed it." Do we really know if God was involved in each instance where we have used this expression? Could we be unknow​ingly attributing to God—even blaming God—for something we did to ourselves or Satan may have caused?

Do we ignore injustice or evil by simply saying "God allowed it for a reason?" If so we might not learn the lesson, or do our part to change a situation which is nettling or hindering us in our Christian lives. No doubt we all grow and change more when we don't limit ourselves by drawing faulty conclusions about God's role in some of the troubles and difficulties that beset us. We might slip into thinking that for some reason God is pulling back His help or blessings for some mysteri​ous reason. Actually, He always wants our best and nothing is too difficult for Him to help so long as we do our part in a positive way.

Consider these examples: we know God allowed Lucifer free moral agency. However, He did not want Lucifer to rebel. Lucifer did that on his own. Also, God allowed Adam and Eve the freedom to choose which tree to pick from in the garden. But they chose Satan's advice, instead of God's. By their own choosing, Satan was able to influence them and that set the path for all mankind until God corrects their mis​take at the return of Jesus Christ.

God certainly allows all humans to per​sonally choose life and blessings, or death and curses. But God also commands that we choose life (Deuteronomy 30:16). If God were to stop us from choosing the wrong way, we would not have a choice, would we?

But we do have some control over most of the significant events in our own lives. We cannot use the excuse "God allowed it" when part of a situation is under our control and there are decisions for us to make. God holds us accountable! (Matthew 12:36, I Peter 4:16. )

We just want to avoid a mind-set that lim​its our thinking about growth, overcoming and finding solutions to the problems and the challenges of our lives when we almost auto​matically assume "Well, God allowed it." We surely need to seek His guidance and ever-present help. Yes, God may allow many things, but he also hopes that we will make the best decision, decide to stand up and live by the full Truth in whatever situa​tion presents itself. 
The Night to be Much Observed

“And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years—on that very same day—it came to pass that all the armies of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. It is a night of solemn observance to the LORD for bringing them out of the land of Egypt. This is that night of the LORD, a solemn observance for all the children of Israel throughout their generations” (Exodus 12:41-42, NKJV).

As is the custom of the people of God, the Night to be Much Observed is a time of reflection commemorating God’s deliverance of ancient Israel from slavery. It is a “solemn observance” to be celebrated with brethren of like mind, in a setting appropriate for the occasion. “Solemn” in the Hebrew indicates a sacred or festive time. The Israelites, on the first observance, did so in their homes by themselves or with a few neighbors (Exodus 12:3-14).

Jesus gave us an example of meeting privately with the disciples in a room—possibly a rented facility. The disciples asked where they should prepare for the Passover (Mark 14:13-15). All Jerusalem was filled with Jews from many nations. As in any tourist town, property owners were eager to rent rooms.

Many have asked if it is all right to go to a restaurant for the Night to be Much Observed. Yes, but a private room is preferable to sitting in a noisy, smoke-filled room occupied with people who are not there for a “solemn observance” as you are.

Try to inspect the facilities before you commit to a reservation. Insure that your group’s privacy will be respected. The ideal would be a place where everyone in your group can fellowship and rejoice together. Remember, this is not a party or a night on the town. The Great God has commanded the observance and this is the eve of an Holy Day. We should do our best to act as though Christ is there with us—and indeed He will be—if we do our part and keep the night as He intended it to be kept.

.

Open Letter
April 1993

Dear Brethren and Friends : 
Greetings again from Southern California! Thank you again for all of your letters, your encouragement and support for the Work of Jesus Christ in these latter days! ​

Once again I want to share with you one of the very encouraging letters which came recently: "I began to meditate on the changes and to study them. Like many second generation Christians, I grew up in the Church and simply accepted the doctrines as right because they made sense and my parents said they were right. I never really proved the Truth to myself. However, after the changes started to occur I was forced to go back and either prove the old way wrong or the new way right. I was unable to prove the new way right.

"Next, I wrestled with the concept of ‘leaving the church' and all that implied. My parents, like many first generation Christians, had to make a lot of choices when they began to keep the Sabbath and follow God's way of life. Not the least of these decisions/trials were those involving their families and friends. I always said to myself that I would never leave the Church, and I haven’t, the Church has left me."
At this time, I'm happy to announce the formation of another church recently in Indianapolis, Indiana. It is being hosted by Mr. and Mrs. George Dellinger—long-time deacon and deaconess in God's Church in that area. The pastor will be Mr. Charles Knowlton, who is also overseeing another small group in eastern Ohio and our Cincinnati church directly. Also, I'm happy to report that we have nine video groups," as we call them, who are receiving the video tapes of my sermons. These are smaller groups, perhaps only five to ten people, and we are not calling them churches as yet—until they become larger and we're able to work with a recognized leader for the group. So quite a number of full-fledged churches are on the horizon and our mailing list is growing at the rate of about 50 to 60 households a week at this time. So by the time you read this letter, we will probably have over one thousand households on our mailing list. 

We are also pleased to announce that three new radio sta​tions have been added: WAPI, 1070 on the AM dial in Birmingham, Alabama; KAMT, 1360 on the AM dial in the Seattle, Tacoma area; and WTHI, 1480 on the AM dial in the Terre Haute, Indiana area. As more people begin to become familiar with our broadcasts, a number of letters from "new" people—those never associated with the Church as far as we know—are coming in. We have already received several dozens of such responses and expect several hundred more in the near future! Some might ask: "Why should we be so interested in the growth of the Work?"

Because, as Mr. Herbert Armstrong used to say over and over, "our spiritual growth can often be measured by the extent to which our whole heart is involved in serving others through the Work of God". Also, as Jesus Christ said: "For where your treasure is, there would your heart be also" (Matthew 6:21). So to the extent we put our time, our energy and our treasure into God's Work, our hearts will be there also—and we will truly be laying up real treasure in heaven!

Because I believe in doing the Work of God so strongly, I had to step out on faith at age 62 with (because of my first wife's death and a second marriage) a wife and two boys to support. Yes, it did take some faith and sacrifice and com​mitment.

But, because I felt it was not being done properly else​where, I felt deeply "called" to preach again the Gospel of the Kingdom of God based on God's laws. I felt a need to preach the true Jesus Christ—NOT the Protestant Jesus. I felt the need to preach that 90 percent of end-time prophecy which is now being relegated to the ash heap. And I felt the urgent need to preach the Ezekiel warning to the British Commonwealth and American peoples while there is still time.

When I re-read Jeremiah a few months ago, it suddenly "hit" me. For I, too, had been "reproached" for holding on to the Word. I, too, had been made a derision. And I, too, was "weary" of holding back from preaching the full Truth. Notice how Jeremiah felt: "Because the word of the Lord was made to me a reproach and a derision daily. Then I said, I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His name. But His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, and I could not" (Jeremiah 20 : 8-9 ).

I know that hundreds of you out there feel that way also, and thousands of our separated brethren have similar feelings. We know that we have the priceless opportunity to warn over 350 million of our fellow Israelites of the soon-coming Great Tribulation. We do care about them!

We want them to know the reality of God and His coming Kingdom. We want to share with them the tremendous sense of fulfillment we feel in truly knowing God and once again doing His Work. We can say as our Master, Jesus, said: "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest?' Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields; for they are already white for harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together" (John 4:34-36).

So, brethren, let us never be ashamed of this zeal that I know most of us share for doing the Work of God. Let us pour ourselves into it and be thankful for the opportunity we have. We must never give up and get lukewarm in doing God's Work. We must heed God's warning in Proverbs 24:10-12: "If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small. Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter. If you say, 'Surely we did not know this'. Does not He who weighs the hearts consider it? He who keeps your soul, does He not know it? And will He not render to each man according to his deed?"

No wonder we need to feel excited about warning this world, preaching the positive Gospel of the Kingdom of God and doing the Work!

Editorial by Roderick C. Meredith

Truth

In the early days of the Work of Herbert W. Armstrong, there were only a very few local church​es. So most all of us who were converted in those years spoke of "coming into the Truth." Even years later, we would say: "When I came into the Truth".

Truth is precious.

As more and more professing Christian organi​zations "water down" Truth, or compromise with Truth in order to be "acceptable" to the world or to "mainstream Christianity", it is more important than ever that we in the Global Church of God make sure that we never do this! That is not easy. That path is not a popular one. That path led to many terrible beatings of the Apostle Paul, and even to the awful scourging and the agonizing death of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Brought before Pilate and accused of evil, Jesus said: "I have come into the world that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice" (John 18:37).

Many of us know that there is a movement abroad to take thousands of God's people back toward the world. And to make them "blend in" with main-stream churchianity. Of course, Truth will be a major casualty in this subtle but pervasive movement. Perhaps an overmuch emphasis on the person of Christ at the expense of His message. A subtle watering down of the fact that the Ten Commandments are the very foundation of the Christian way of life.

As Truth is compromised more and more so as to "fit in" with this world, individual truths about the reality of Christ's temptation, about the very identify​ing "sign" He gave that He would be three days and three nights in the grave may be "explained away" very cleverly or "watered down."

Revelation 19:10 states: "For the testimony of  Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." And Peter wrote: "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; where unto ye do well that you take heed...." (II Peter 1:19, KJV).

Yes, the testimony of Jesus has directly to do with prophecy! It is absolutely vital that we preach the inspired warning message to our age that God's Word is filled with. It is vital also that the whole thrust of end-time prophecy does not become a "casu​alty of compromise."

More and more leading men and woman are beginning to realize how important it is that they stand up for the Truth. So over the very next few months, you brethren should expect to hear of more leading men resigning from their jobs or being pushed out or put out because of their willingness to stand up for the Truth.

If God guides most of them to join with us in the Global Church, let us make them welcome! They are not "Johnny come latelies," for the Global Church itself is barely three months old! And, as I have said before, each one must come at his own time in his own way—as God guides each one of us patiently and allows the different ways and approach​es we all have to "seeing" things.

Jesus said: "You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). Thank God that we in the Global Church are "free" to preach and practice the whole Truth, free to warn our peoples of the coming world cataclysm while there is still time, and free to do the Work of preaching the Gospel without fear or favor of men.

Truth is, indeed, precious.

Fundamentals of Prophecy II

by John. Daneri Schroeder

Prophecy and the Covenants

There is an old and popular tale in which a man is sent to heaven to enquire of God on behalf of the children of Israel. He must ask if they are indeed the chosen people. God answers without hesitation, "Yes, Israel is truly my chosen people"—to which the timo​rous envoy replies, "Well, if Israel is truly the chosen people, then on behalf of the chosen people downstairs, would you please choose somebody else for a change!"

We might chuckle, but deep inside we know it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God—​to be "chosen." When we let ourselves forget the terms of a covenant with the God of Israel, trouble is on its way. When it arrives in full force, for a moment we might easily wish we weren't chosen.

Yet, under His seemingly austere surface, God and His great covenants are the heart of a love story—​the most intimate, personal, fervent—and occasionally the most painful and long-suffering of love stories. It hardly matters which version of the Bible we read, Protestant, Catholic or Jewish. There is but one thought throughout them all: God loves His creation, all of mankind, male and female, with a caring almost beyond human ken.

The great family of mankind, with all its variety and color, is His constant preoccupation, the center of His untiring attentions and the eternal love of His life. There is no other explanation for the pain and loving kindnesses God has spent on His creation and contin​ues to spend. Solomon wrote,

Love is as strong as death, its ardor unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away. If one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned (Song of Songs 8:6-7, NIV).

When we finally learn to know Him—the way He really is—His fiercely strong affections will have become mutual (Philippians 3:7-11, John 4:19). His caring will no longer be unrequited. We'll wonder how we could have been such blockheads. Being chosen will have become the greatest of honors. But for now, lest we should ever underestimate its power, we must learn by personal experience and observation, through complete freedom to choose right or wrong, the horror that is sin.

The purpose of this installment is to discuss the three major covenants between God and man. We'll see the amazing similarities they share—that they are by far more alike than dissimilar. And we will see how the first two center our attention on the third—the culmination of all three—which is the life, death and res​urrection of Jesus Christ, the singular goal and ultimate focus of all prophecy—the ultimate gift from God to man, in love.

A Woman Clothed With the Sun

In the distilled portrait of Revelation 12, we find a woman clothed with the sun, the moon at her feet, a garland of twelve stars on her head. Genesis 37:9-11 reveals her as the family of Israel, although in Genesis there are just eleven stars because the twelfth is Joseph's, to which the other stars are bowing low. This family, from the days of Abraham, has been the beloved—if difficult—wife of Almighty God (Isaiah 43:1- 4, 54:5; Jeremiah 3:20).

In the Revelation account Israel gives birth to the male Child who eludes the devil and ascends into heav​en. Shortly after His ascension, the woman flees to her place where she is nourished for a period of time. But the woman who flees is still the woman with twelve stars in her crown; the symbolism continues unchanged. There is just one woman in this prophecy.

From history we know that in 70 A.D. Titus destroyed Jerusalem, burned the Temple of God and took the entire Jewish nation captive. From history we also know that although the people in Judea consisted primarily of Judah, Benjamin and Levi, there were by that time representatives of the other tribes there as well (II Chronicles 11:14-17; 15:9; 24:5; 28:23; Luke 2:36; Acts 2:36). The woman of Revelation 12 has twelve stars in her crown throughout the prophecy. She is always Israel.

No reference is made here to the terrible captivi​ty which took the teeming millions of Judea into Roman servitude after hundreds of thousands of them were brutally slain. The horrible fate of Judea is ignored in the Revelation 12 account. Our attention is directed only to what history says was a relatively small group, followers of Jesus Christ, who on a com​mand from God, fled to safety in Pella, east of the Jordan river, shortly before the Temple was burned to the ground.

The vast majority of the Jews (containing small remnants of all tribes) is treated in this prophecy as if it had ceased to exist. In this vision, for one brief moment, the Jewish remnant of Israel is a nation of millions. But in the next moment, she is a small con​gregation fleeing to her place of safety. Why? The reason is in the shift from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant, from physical Israel to a new emphasis on spiritual Israel.

From Circumcision to Faith

Prior to Christ's memorable night of bread, wine and foot-washing, the token of Israel's covenant with God had been circumcision of the male flesh. Some blood of the Sinai covenant was shed through, circum​cision by each male child on the eighth day of his life. But when Jesus introduced the bread and wine of the New Covenant, no longer did God recognize the Old Covenant of the flesh (Galatians 5:2). It had begun with high hopes, but it languished as physical Israel failed to fulfill its worthy ambition (Joshua 24:24; Romans 8:3-4). God, of course, knew this would hap​pen; He was wisely teaching us, through our own expe​riences, what He already knew (Deuteronomy 5:29; Jeremiah 31:31; I Corinthians 10:11).

When Israel of Revelation 12 fled to Pella, she was still the woman of twelve stars, but she had become Israel of the New Covenant—Israel [the Church] of God (Galatians 6:16). She was primarily of Israel's bloodline, but she was now comprised only of those who had entered the New Covenant. And con​verted Gentiles had been grafted into her crown—​because they too had become fully acceptable citizens of New Covenant Israel (Romans 11:17-18). In every way they too were now legitimate, spiritual sons and daughters of Abraham (Romans 11, 2:29, Galatians 3:28- 29). She had become spiritual Israel.

Life or Death, Blessing or Cursing

There are many covenants in the Bible. By covenant God promised never again to destroy mankind by a flood. By covenant He established a royal dynasty for David—and a priesthood for Levi. But in the main, God has from the beginning offered mankind just one great covenantal concept of incomparable love and strength, under which all the lesser covenants have been established. It cannot be otherwise. God is always and forever love; any mar​riage with God will be a marriage based upon and immersed within His perfect love—which is mutual obedience to His commandments.

This great covenantal idea has been expressed in three major variations: (1) the covenant of Eden and the pre-flood world, (2) the Sinai, or Old Covenant, and (3) the New Covenant. All three covenants have been built on one central theme, most succinctly expressed through Moses in Deuteronomy 30:19-20. And all have at least potentially involved the entire human family.

I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, and cursing: there​fore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days... (Deuteronomy 30:19-20 AV).

A careful look between the lines of Genesis 1 through 3 shows the Creator holding out life and death, blessing and cursing to our first parents. As naive as Adam and Eve were without the tempering experiences of childhood and youth under wise parental guidance, they were an easy mark for Satan's guile. As prema​turely adult children, they quickly turned away from God and from life. God had promised that in the day they ate of the forbidden tree they would die (Genesis 2:17: II Peter 3:8). In due time came both death and curses.

They were soon physically removed—taken into captivity—away from their good life and blessings, away from the beautiful garden God had carefully pre​pared for them, and away from the privileged relation​ship they had once enjoyed with God Himself. They were cursed—the inevitable effect of sin on humankind.

Their children had to live and die with the bleak consequences of their parents' seemingly minor offense. The small amount of spiritual leaven (sin) they had worked into the human family so thoroughly leavened the pre-flood world that in two millennia God had no choice but to destroy everyone, probably bil​lions, except Noah and his family (I Corinthians 5:6).

Noah was a preacher of righteousness (II Peter 2:5). From the Psalms we know that God's righteous​ness is expressed in His commandments, small and great (Psalms 119:172). From the recorded history of Adam's world it becomes crystal clear that we dare not disrespect even the tiniest commandment of God; the corrosive leaven of Adam's seemingly minor .offence once destroyed mankind! From the testimony of that world before the flood, we also see that God's perfect commandments were as much the intended backbone of that covenant age as they were in the times of Abraham and Moses (Genesis 26:5).

A New Covenant Overview

From Adam and Eve's world before the flood through the history of Israel beginning at Sinai, we see that God has consistently offered mankind free choice of either life or death, blessing or cursing-or some parallel expression of the same idea (Deuteronomy 30:15). It would seem that He has nothing else to give-unless there is something different in the New Covenant. But Paul wrote, to the church at Rome,

For what The Law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He con​demned sin in the flesh, that the right​eous requirement of The Law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk accord​ing to the flesh but according to the Spirit (Rom. 8:3-4).

Clearly then, something has changed—not the commandments of The Law but our ability to fulfill them. Jesus insisted that He came not to destroy the Law, but to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17). Paul shows that Christ condemned sin in the flesh so that we who pos​sess the Spirit which empowered Christ can learn to fulfill The Law as He did. And this new ability to obey God will ultimately produce life and blessings instead of death and cursings. This is the subject of Paul's next thought.

For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to The Law of God, nor indeed can be (Romans 8:6-7).

Paul is paraphrasing the concept of Deuteronomy 30:19 here. To be carnally minded is death (and curses), because a carnal mind cannot prop​erly obey the laws of God. But to be spiritually mind​ed, that is, to possess and use enough spiritual power to obey The Law, will produce life and blessings—the promises God has always offered for obedience.

Our translations say that to be spiritually minded is life and "peace," rather than life and "blessings" as we read in Deuteronomy, but this is easy to unravel. The subject here is obedience to the five books of Moses—the Teachings God gave to Moses which are commonly termed The Law. These Teachings promise life and blessings for obedience from Genesis through Deuteronomy—as we have already seen. So it stands to reason that Paul here means life and blessings. These are the consequences of obedience—not merely life and "peace.”

The Greek word for peace (eirene) had been used to translate shalom by the Jewish translators when they made the standard translation from Hebrew to Greek which we call the Septuagint (the LXX). Shalom is one of the three primary Hebrew words which mean "blessing." It is a synonym of berakah  the word translated blessing in Deuteronomy 19. For Paul to have used a word commonly used in his own Greek Bible for a Hebrew word meaning blessing is understandable here, is it not?

As substantive good, blessing is most fre​quently represented by the terms berakah, shalom and tov....Blessings include health, long life, many and enduring progeny, wealth, honor, and victory. ...Curses, it follows, are sickness and death, barrenness in people and cattle, crop failure, poverty, defeat and disgrace (Encyclopedia Hebraica, Vol. 4, p. 1083, Paragraph 1 ).

Shalom is one of several words for things not originally part of Gentile cultures—so when the time came to translate the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek, the translators often had to settle for the best approxima​tions they could find. Eirene came up an easy winner for shalom—because in life, peace relates strongly to blessings. But peace does not carry the comprehensive impact of shalom. Shalom includes everything God gave to Abraham—the spiritual blessings, the prosperi​ty, health and general wholeness produced through fearing and obeying God (Ecclesiastes 12:15).

But, Christ bore the curses of The Law in His own body so we could be blessed (Galatians 3:13-14). He died by the shedding of His life-blood so we could live (Genesis 9:4; Matthews 26:28). By His sacrifice He willingly accepted our well-deserved deaths and curses to provide us eternal life and blessings through the New Covenant—so very great is His love for us.

This third and final New Covenant is the one to which the earlier two pointed. The Adamic, pre​flood covenant reaped chaos through disobedience. The Mosaic covenant managed to hold Israel's descen​dants in some degree of order. But the people lacked sufficient power for full obedience and had little access to spiritual justification.

Both great covenants provided us costly exam​ples by which we can learn; both were what Paul calls "schoolmasters," or "tutors" (Galatians 3:24). By the forceful examples of two 2,000 year covenant periods, we are funneled irresistibly toward our only true hope for eternal life and blessings—Christ crucified. We can be saved only by grace through obedient faith in the rich symbolism of the bread and wine of Passover (Ephesians 2:8-10).

Summation and Conclusion

All the Law and the Prophets hang from the two greatest of commandments—to love God with our whole being, and our neighbors as ourselves. This has been true from the beginning. Doing this correctly is the many faceted subject of the Torah, as carefully explained and magnified by Christ and His apostles. Obedience to its commands brings life and blessings. Infractions bring death and curses, climaxing in captiv​ity and death.

The only safety valve in this otherwise rigid equation is Christ's relinquishing of His own life and blessings—to make them available to those who accept Him (Philemon 2:6-7—John l5:13). It is an extremely serious contract, entered by accepting the symbols of Christ's death and cursings as adequate payment to redeem our own lives and blessings (healings includ​ed). Those symbols are Passover's wine and broken bread, respectively.
In Genesis 14:18 we read that Melchizedek brought forth bread and wine to Abram before the pro​totypical sacrifices of Genesis 15, whose covenant pre​cisely foreshadowed the Exodus (Genesis 15:13-14; Leviticus l; Exodus 12:40-41). Christ, High Priest of Melchizedek's order, explained the bread and wine to His apostles before the Levitical priests sacrificed that year's Passover lambs (Hebrews 7, John 11:55, 18:28, I Corinthians 11:23).

Abraham, whose spiritual children we are if we are Christ's, accepted Melchizedek's bread and wine (Gal. 3:29). He accepted the sacrificial symbolism of Genesis 15. He accepted the ram in the place of Isaac, Israel's father. Through these prophetic acts of faith, he obligated his distant first century progeny, through faith in Christ's then future sacrifice, to the New Covenant which would begin when a potential Husband had qualified—the resurrected Christ (Romans 7:4; Galatians 3:29). Later, through his per​sonal circumcision, he obligated his contemporary off spring to the only covenant then available—the Old, or Sinai Covenant.

Abraham's ancient activities with Melchizedek and Isaac prefigured  the entire future of Israel and the nations (Galatians 3:8), including the New Covenant captivity of Judah in 70 A.D. It also prefigured the next and last horrible captivity of all Israel. Today Israel and the entire world, in that order, are responsible to the New Covenant (Acts 17:30; Romans 1:16). Most people on Earth are suffering the curses of disobedience now, but God will call each in his or her own time (Acts 2:39).

In the first century; a precious few called-out ones comprehended the Divine Fulfillment [Jesus Christ] of Isaac's prophetic Ram and accepted Him in payment for their own lives. These few early Christians were virtually the only stars left in the crown of the woman clothed with the Sun. They alone had found safety in Pella (Jeremiah 23:6; Cf. Malachi 4:2). Most of Judea had not, and were carried into Roman servitude.

Such is the love and the severity of God—as He patiently teaches us, through our own painful expe​riences, the indescribable horror of sin. He doesn't condemn us; He condemned sin (Romans 8:3, John 3:16). He loves us intensely. In the final, final analy​sis, these temporarily agonizing times will have led all of mankind, past and present, to the unspeakable joy of perfect unity with God—forever (Deuteronomy 6:4; John 17:11). 
News Trends and Prophecy

by Ron Nelson

Religion Taking a Leading Role Again

Anciently, religion was an extension of the state. It served to control and direct the minds and hearts of the people. In much of the Western world pluralism provides a "Heinz 57 varieties" of faiths from which one can choose. But now there is a para​dox developing. On the one hand unusual, sometimes violent cults are making news again. And simultane​ously, established state religion is coming back!

Here's a sampling of this trend where religions are becoming more assertive on the world scene.

Israel: "The ultra-orthodox and the extreme right; the very religious have never been so powerful in Israeli politics" so says Ehud Sprinzak, Hebrew University political scientist and author of The Asscendance of Israel's Radical Right.

Mongolia and Cambodia: The commu​nist hold is loosening in many Asian countries and Buddhism is making a comeback.

Pakistan: Islamic law is now the supreme law of the land; dictating even many details of all citizens' lives.

Brazil: Activist Roman Catholic Church leaders recently endorsed strikes, factory takeovers in protest over failed govern​ment anti-poverty programs.

Clearly, religious activism has taken an upswing worldwide. From India to Africa, from South America to the heart of Europe, this is a GROWING phenomenon.

Why Politicized Religion

An observer of this trend, James Turner Johnson, a political science professor at Rutgers University, explains: "Religion is subject to being used politically in the search for a rationale or for identity during times of change, whenever there is a cultural vacuum or when the old order is falling apart." (Los Angeles Times, January 14, 1993). He added, "Religion is always there in the subculture and relatively easy to grab onto for political use."

Why is it so easy to get people to go along with politicized religion? The article continues, "The yearning for old certitudes and new revelations abound. From ethnic revivals to Islamic fundamen​talism, from Catholic conservatism to New Age holism and Japanese traditionalism, the quest is on for a way to fill the hollow where God and community dwelt." So religion fills a personal void in the people while serving the purposes of political demigods. This is why many U.S. political analysts expect the religion-in-politics trend to grow in the years ahead. Professor Johnson continues:

"One common denominator among the diverse movements is the troubled envi​ronments in which they grow. They are often more a reaction to the weakness or outright failure of the traditional political forces than a display of piety. Alienated by political malaise or corruption and economic decline that has reached CRI SIS proportions, electorates are looking for viable or visible alternatives."

Government isn't working. Frustration and dis​illusionment can cause people to latch onto a false hope. Is it any wonder that Christ must return with the power and authority to address the massive prob​lems through His righteous government?

Another denominator is the empty themes of these modern times. "Secular civilization, with its guided missiles and broken moral compass, its `good life' and bad faith, has never had more doubters," wrote editor Nathan Gardels in an issue of New Perspectives Quarterly that focused on the activist religions. So, some people are anxiously turning to whatever strikes them as an answer to these unsettling times. Only after Christ's government is established and beginning to bear peaceable fruits can conversion of the nations to God's true religion and way of life take place.

Cults and Sects Proliferate

A collateral effect of all this is the rise of bizarre cults and nonconforming sects. Most people view these groups as pathetic aberrations and don't take them seriously. But the violent or extreme behavior and weird customs of a noteable few is receiving a lot of attention in the media. This is beginning to concern people and is likely to lead to much less tolerance of all non-mainstream religious groups.

Even God's people could feel the impact of these trends in the form of persecution from the out​side. From the Church's infancy in the day of the early apostles, it has been singled out because it was "different." It was persecuted as a "sect" which was "spoken against everywhere" (Acts 28:22, 24:5). It is prophesied that God's people will be "hated of all nations" (Matthew 24:9).

A Nebraska Wesleyan religion professor, Dr. Louis DeGrazia, was asked about the many cults in the news. He said, "People who call religious cult members `crazy' are simplifying an extremely com​plex phenomenon that has historical roots reaching back to [the beginning of) Christianity" (Lincoln Journal, March 2, 1993).

Continuing his analysis, professor DeGrazia said, "Most cults have an apocalyptic dimension. They see themselves as bringing the existing culture to an end and bringing in a new age." If Satan can stir up a confusing hodge-podge of beliefs similar to the Truth, he hopes these will discredit and blunt God's Work and end-time warning message!

This professor who has studied the historical aspects of religious cults and sects, as well as current cults, predicts, "As soon as the turn of the century ends, and people see that the world didn't come to an end, they will return to the present world and decide they might have to get on with their lives."

False religion always eventually disappoints its adherents. Once people find they have been misled by false teachers, they are very wary and will natural​ly be suspicious even of the Truth if and when they hear it. It will tend to shut some people off who might have been called when they hear the true Gospel of the Kingdom of God.

But the trend at large continues: "The unprecedented membership decline in old-line Protestant churches... [shows they] are losing members and influence. Meanwhile churches on either side of the spiritual spectrum are growing fast...evangelical Protestantism on the one hand and an assortment of Eastern, New Age and unconventional religions on the other." ( "The Church Search," Time, April 5, 1993.)

The natural religious yearning of people is lead​ing more and more to leave American mainline churches and look elsewhere. The more extreme or unusual of these groups may face growing intolerance or even hostility from society. But why more and more people are seeking and considering newer reli​gions in their lives is explained by Dr. DeGrazia: "It signals that something is wrong with the culture, something is wrong with established religions, some​thing is not answering those deep-felt needs. But cults rarely answer those needs either."

Martin E. Mariy, professor of religion at the University of Chicago, senior editor of Christian Century and frequent con​tributor to other publications and newspa​pers gave his observations in a recent commentary, "If anything, here and abroad, the spiritual realm offers too much consolation to too many, and is growing as a force in personal and public life in a world that was supposed to have been, or [was] turning, secular" (Los Angeles Times, March 14, 1993).

Violence in the Name of Religion

Mr. Marty discusses the dark side of religion, "By now we are used to reading headlines from Northern Ireland that speak of Protestant and Catholic `armies,' of how `Jewish radicals on the West attack,' or `Muslim fundamentalists...assault' or how `Hindu militants attack a mosque.' Our domestic ver​sions of zealotry have been milder, though our own civilization gets tested ever more frequently....But now there seams no place to hide. This winter, America joined the world of religiously inspired vio​lence."

"What to do?" Mr. Marty ponders, "The tempting counsel is: Make law serve to prevent such acts. Forbid religious extremist movements to exist. Force people to conform.... Surveillance of those who would murder and bomb has it place. Preventing bloodshed, especially when that bloodshed is in the name of God, is a praiseworthy, in deed, urgent activity.

"But at a time when the veneer of our civiliza​tion seems to be cracking and when faith in the civili​ty of faith is tested, the worst thing that could happen would be to clump together all the religious, the heal​ers and the killers, the reconcilers and the haters, as if they were the same thing. Or to ask the government to get into the business of telling anyone what to believe and how to please everyone else, by [how] they express their belief. Such notions are dangers as threatening as the possibilities of future murders and bombings in the name of God."

Perhaps it is a little shocking that Mr. Marty felt the need to call for tolerance in America but that tendency toward intolerance is growing in the United States as well as a11 around the world. If we think that kind of intolerance toward differences of all kinds is not likely to get out of hand in "enlightened" Western countries, read on. "Religion is still a defining factor in many of the nascent right-wing move​ments in Europe—ranging from France's National Front to the neo-Nazi groups in Germany and Austria—that oppose integration of foreign ethnic groups and religions in their own societies" (Los Angeles Times, January 14, 1993).

The spirit and mood of the end time was fore​told by Jesus in His familiar Olivet prophecy. Jesus indicated that religion would very much be an issue in the minds of people—and in the news—during the end time. Notice: "Many will come in My name..." (Matthew 24:5) and "many false prophets [religious leaders] will rise up and deceive many" (verse 11). This extremely terse overview of the end time notes that some of these trends will have tumultuous conse​quences: "when you see the `abomination of desola​tion' . . . standing in the `holy place' . . . flee" (verses 15​-16). Political refugees escaping occupying armies—​and religion at the center of the dispute!

Religious oppression—even persecution—is really not so remote a possibility in time or location. Watch world news as these things unfold. Established religion is prophesied to be forcefully promoted as a political tool around the world. Even though we do not know when these events will culmi​nate, we do know that eventually a large part of Europe is to be dominated by a great, long-estab​lished church, politicized and serving as the state reli​gion! 

Should I Readily Accept Doctrinal Changes?

By Michael R. Meredith

Does God want us to be open-minded to all doctrinal change? Does God's Word show us that we need to readily accept doctrinal change? When God has revealed truth through the body of Jesus Christ, does He expect us to readily change it when someone comes along and preaches a "new truth"?

Clearly, God admonishes us throughout his Word that we must not readily accept "new doc​trine" or "new truth". God strongly warns us against those bringing in "new doctrine" or preaching against truth that has been taught through his faithful servants. II Timothy 1:13-14 tells us, "Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us".

Some have said that we must readily change as if that is a trait of spiritual maturity. God's Word, however, tells us in Proverbs 24:21, "My son, fear the Lord and the king; Do not associate with those given to change; For their calamity will rise suddenly, and who knows the ruin those two can bring." Does God readily change? Malachi 3:6 says, "For I am the Lord, I do not change...".

Obviously, we should be willing to grow in knowledge and truth as God reveals, expands, or enhances proven truth or doctrine. II Peter 3:18 tells us, "But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ...." The Greek word "grow" in this passage comes from the Greek word auxano meaning to wax, enlarge, and or, increase. Clearly, the Apostle Peter is not advising us to change doctrine or even to alter doctrine. The Apostle Peter is encouraging us to magnify or increase our understanding and knowl​edge of God's Word.

Jesus Christ set us this example in Matthew 5 when he expanded and magnified our spiritual understanding of the Ten Commandments, "You have heard that it was said to those of old, `You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.' But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother shall be in dan​ger of judgment... You have heard that it was said to those of old, `You shall not commit adultery,' but I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart'” (Matthew 5:21-22; 27-28).

Jesus Christ, in Matthew 5, did not mini​mize, change or "do away" with the doctrine of the Ten Commandments. Jesus Christ did, in fact, enlarge and increase our spiritual understanding of God's Law. One can search the Scriptures thor​oughly and will not be able to find any scripture encouraging Christians to readily change doctrine or truth revealed by God through his faithful ser​vants.

As a matter of fact, God warns us repeatedly about false ministers who would change doctrine and would deceive many Christians in the process. II Thessalonians 2:15 tells us, "Therefore brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle."

Knowing that many would try to deceive those in the body of Christ with false doctrine, the Apostle Paul, admonishes us in I Thessalonians 5:21, "Test all things; hold fast what is good."

Spiritual maturity requires one to be steadfast in doctrine and truth! Notice: "Till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the mea​sure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness, deceit​ful plotting ..." (Ephesians 4:13-14). Isaiah 24:5 says, "The earth is also defiled under its inhabi​tants, because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant."

Psalm 78:37 and I Corinthians 15:58 show us we need to be steadfast in the faith and to God's Truth. Dozens of times throughout the Old and the New Testaments God warns us strongly about false preachers introducing a "new doctrine" or a "different gospel." The emphasis throughout God's Word, the Holy Bible, is to be wary of "new truth," "new doctrine," or a "different gospel." The Apostle Paul warns us vigorously about those who would bring a "different gospel" message into God's Church (Galatians 1:6-10). In this same warning passage, the Apostle Paul warns us that we must not preach or teach a different gospel or message in order to please men. He says in this same passage, "For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ" (verse 10).

We should always be willing to change in attitude or doctrine if God clearly shows us we have been in error. However, we must be very careful and slow to change any doctrine or truth revealed through God's faithful servants. Once we are already in the true Church of God that keeps His commandments, the Bible clearly indicates that we should be extremely careful of any changes in basic doctrine. "This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it. For many deceivers have gone out into the world..." (II John 6-7).

Quick and Powerful

The Exodus…
 What Does It Mean to Us?

by Jess Reynolds

Ancient Israel's captivity in Egypt was indeed bleak as they suffered and toiled under the hard bondage of their merciless Egyptian taskmasters. Many succumbed and died. The Israelites did, however, have one thing in common with their captors—neither master nor slave knew much of the true ways of the Eternal God. The Israelites' existence was indeed bleak during the days they labored under the heavy burdens of Egypt. They cried out by reason of their oppression—and God heard their cries (Exodus 6:5). The God of their Father Abraham sent one from among their brethren to be a deliverer (Exodus 4:19-23). We understand that Moses was a fore-type of our Savior, Jesus Christ, sent to deliver those held captive by sin (I Timothy 1:15).

We read in God's word, the Holy Bible, the strug​gle these physical-minded Israelites experienced. We see how, eventually, these same people who came out of Egypt (a type of sin)—were again enslaved by sins (II Kings 23:34-35). Israel's repeated, agonizing mistake should be a sobering lesson for all of us today. We have come out of modern Egypt—this world with all its glitter, false beliefs and sinful ways. Dare we slip back?

We should rather flee with all haste and never return, keeping in mind what it was like to have been in the world with no hope. We need to remember the lesson of Lot's wife who, once being delivered from Sodom, looked behind to the sinful society from which she had already escaped (Genesis 19:26). Will we similarly turn from our God and drift back to this world's moral and religious blindness? If we look back and deny God-then He will also deny us-and we will not be worthy of Him (Matthew 10:37-38).

Each of us, at baptism, in a real sense, promised God: "I will obey You—I will keep your laws, statutes and judgments—I will strive to live the way Christ lived."

In this season of renewal let us remember to take time out of our busy lives to pray, study, and fast. We cannot afford to long for anything contrary to the Way of life—the teachings of our Father. If we turn back to Egypt we will become enslaved as did our forefathers.

We, as Christians, can derive some valuable spiritu​al lessons from both the captivity and deliverance of our ancestors in Egypt. Let us use these lessons as a reminder to reinforce our commitment and resolve to joyously serve our loving and merciful Lord and Master, and avoid a grievous enslavement to sin in modern Egypt.

Corrections

Thanks to those of you who have con​tacted us regarding the inclusion of Exodus 12:3-14 on page 15 of the March 1993 Global Church News under the heading: The Night to be Much Observed.

The reference (Exodus 12:3-14) to how the Israelites on the first observance of the Passover (keeping it in their homes by themselves or with a few neighbors) was to illustrate a principle only—that of together​ness in an appropriate setting. A type of setting that is acceptable for Christians today in keeping the Night to be Much Observed.

Likewise, Jesus' personal example of meeting privately with the disciples in a room to observe the Passover is a another example wherefrom the same principle can be extracted.

The reference to Exodus 12:3-14 was in no way intended to be a statement about the historical sequence of events of the Exodus from Egypt.

Our letter entitled The Passover in your own Home incorrectly mentioned "cream of tarter" as a leavening agent. Cream of tarter can assist some leavening agents, but is not a leavening ,agent itself. Sour milk, honey, flour, and other ingredients can play a vital role in the leavening process but since they are not leavening agents, there is no need to put them out for the Passover or the Days of Unleavened Bread.

.

Open Letter
May 1993

Dear Brethren and Friends:

Greetings again from Southern California! We now have so much to be thankful for! Christ is using our little group more and more to help revive His Work in these "last days," and I know we are all very grateful to be given this wonderful opportunity.

As I told you in the recent Co-Worker letter, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond McNair are now with us in the Global Church of God. He and his wife, Eve, now are here with us for preliminary meetings and preparation for his permanent move here from Florida. It is great to be able to work with him again--and we appreciate the faith and courage shown by him and his wife in standing up for the full Truth! Be sure to read his arti​cle in this newsletter. It is only the first of many, and I know all of you will appreciate hearing regularly from one of the very senior evangelists who helped build the Work of God in our day.

Also, we have been in contact with Mr. Jean Carion in Belgium. His recent FAX to our offices was most encouraging! Even though all of the scattered French brethren could not attend services in Belgium--and in spite of illness and a funeral involving several brethren--there were still one hun​dred seventy-four brethren in attendance there in Brussels, Belgium, for their second Sabbath service. Tremendous!

So we now have a regular church in Belgium, and another church is slated to begin this Sabbath, May 8, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin! Also, we have approved three new radio stations--one a fifty-thousand watt station in Columbus; Mississippi, another a five-thousand watt station in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and a third station, one thousand watts, in Bakersfield, California. Watch our radio log each month to see the new stations coming on board. We'll be in your area soon!

Scores of additional brethren around the world are con​tacting us regularly, and indicating deep appreciation of what we and the Global Church are doing. So I want to share with you a fine letter by a graduate of Ambassador College who is not fully with us as yet, but really understands what is hap​pening:

I do want to request that tapes continue to be sent. The sermon entitled "Is Commandment Keeping Required for Eternal Salvation?" was outstanding! I find the sermons very inspired and do appreciate your efforts to "feed the sheep." I also admire your discipline in not answering back to the constant put-downs directed your way. I would also like to express my love and appreciation for Mr. McNair and to say that I am deeply grieved to see such a blatant disregard for the conscience of one of God's long​time dedicated servants. We are taught to be toler​ant of everyone except those that remain faithful to the teachings and principles of God's Church. Irrespective of our shortcomings of the past we have taken "a man's foes shall be those of his own house​hold" to new "heights." With the "trying of the saints" gaining intensity I pray that our lack of love within the Church of God will not impair our ability to reflect God's love without.

Brethren, in spite of the peculiar "twist" that is often put on our actions by the persecutors, it is true--as the above letter pointed out--that we must not lose our love and kindness to one another or to our "separated brethren". We must regularly                                                                                                                                           --and for all men ( I Timothy 2:1). But the Bible tells us clearly that, of course, we should have a special zeal in praying for one another and for God's Work: "Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis" (Colossians 4:12-13).

To help all of us to practice the above, I want to briefly introduce our little headquarters staff to you in this letter. Page three includes a picture of most of us who work here together. In later issues of the Global Newsletter, we’ll devote space to introducing you to our ministers and elders in the field churches.

The people I will be describing are the "pioneers" in helping bring the Global Church of God into being. I hope there is an "honor roll" somewhere of outstanding Christians down through the ages--people like Aquilla and Priscilla, Dorcas, Gaius, etc. If so, these peoples' names will no doubt be on it. For they had the love and courage to step forward and "do what had to be done" even when it might have seemed impossible at the time. I ask all of you who read this to send up special prayers for these people and their families. They have often had to go through the hard part, do without salaries, without proper facilities, etc. to help me get this Work going and growing. Humanly speaking, this Work would not exist without their sacrifice and service.

Don and Sandy Davis: Mr. and Mrs. Davis were, perhaps, the original pioneers in this Work along with my wife and me. Don immediately grasped the importance of what we needed to do and began to set about organizing virtually everything except those specific things that I had to do, such as the preaching, teaching and writing and handling all of your hundreds of phone calls. He put up a nine-thousand dollar line-of-credit from his own funds, went out and bought stationery, computers and all kinds of equipment. that we needed, got insurance, looked for office properties and so forth. Don has been in God's Church for thirty years as an adult baptized member and served fifteen years as a deacon. And, as you know, I ordained him just a few weeks ago as a local elder in the Global Church of God. He and his wife have always been very loyal to Mr. Herbert Armstrong and the Truth. He is now our General Manager and his wife is the Circulation Manager of our publications. All of us are deeply indebted to their sacrifi​cial service for this Work from its very inception!

Norm and Marleen Edwards: Norm was one of the top men in the Computer Information Systems department of God's Work for a number of years and had come to realize that things were "not right.” So, as we were beginning the Global Church of God, he immediately quit his job and came to work for us for nothing and continued for several weeks to simply donate his full time even though he has a wife and three sons! He is the one who said: “It has just got to be done!" His wife Marleen, and their three sons are very supportive in every way and a big help to the Church. Like the family in "The Sound of Music”, they all pitch in and often do special music for our local church.

Norm is head of our Computer Department, managing editor of this newsletter and supervisor of our mailing department as well. So he is a man of many talents and wears many hats in our little operation.

Jim and Cathy Downes: Mr. Downes and his wife have been deacon and deaconess in God's Church for a number of years. He worked for IBM for about thirty years and was partially retired when he and Cathy began to donate their time to help get the Global Church of God started. He has been a valuable help to us in the computer department and Cathy serves as office secretary. Both of them have given of themselves from the very earliest days and we deeply appreciate their help and service.

Eric and Cathy Myers: Eric also worked for the CIS Department in Pasadena for several years. Then, as the changes got worse, he and his wife decided to come completely with the Global Church of God. Eric is now employed in our computer department and with the full support of his fine wife has been an outstanding help in God's Work and often leads singing in our local church as well.

Sven Clark is a younger man who pitched in almost from the very beginning to help get this Work going. He worked for weeks with no pay and gave of himself in an outstanding way. He is now our mailing manager and does a fine job.

Craig Kohl is another bachelor who has given of himself to help get this Work going. After about three months of helping us, he is still donating his time to help publish this newsletter, reproduce our sermon tapes, etc. He is a young man of many talents and we are grateful for his sacrificial service.

Ron Nelson also came with us early on as a volunteer--giv​ing of his time to help get the Work going. Now he is Associate Editor of this newsletter and head of our letter answering department. He has also organized a fledgling news bureau and is a great help to me personally--bringing me ideas and clippings for the radio program, articles, booklets etc. So, again, we're very grateful for his service to God's Work.

Art Gray has been a member of God's Church for many years and worked in the postal department and later in cassette reproduction at the college. He also donates his time to assist in reproducing the tapes that are sent out to all of you and also assists in our mailing operations when needed.

Also, I would not be fair if I omitted mentioning the lit​erally hundreds of hours put in by my wife Sheryl. She has worked for months now--without any remuneration--to assist me in typing and editing my booklets and articles, taking phone calls and even doing extended counseling on the phone to many who simply needed her love and encouragement. She has given of herself in a hundred different ways to help get this Work going--and I am profoundly grateful to her and would be remiss if I did not include her in this listing of those who have helped pioneer this Work..

Also, Mrs. June Olsen, Sandy Davis' mother has come in again and again on "mailing days" to help get out the cas​settes, the Co-Worker letters, the booklets or these newslet​ters mailed. Faithfully assisting in the same way are Jessie Reynolds, Mrs. Chick Miller, and others. To all these dedi​cated helpers and those who have assisted in other ways, we are most grateful. Again, the above people have been absolute "pioneers" in giving and sacrificing to get this Work going. Please pray for them, brethren, and thank God for what He is doing through all of our lives!

As the nations and societies of this world literally hurl themselves against God's laws and His ways, we can be ever​lastingly thankful that our Great Creator has somehow called us to "revive" His Work at the very end of this age. We will be blessed by God if we all give ourselves in sacrificial ser​vice to getting this Work done. We will be laying up treasure in heaven--treasure that will last for all eternity! And we will be the truly wise who are spoken of in this verse that I quote so often: "Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever" (Daniel 12:3).

God grant that all of us may truly and fully give of our​selves to Him that we may have this kind of blessing in the world to come. Our love and prayers are with all of you and your families, and we will deeply appreciate your love, prayers and support for God's Work at this time.

Why We Withdrew Our Membership
From the Worldwide Church of God

by Raymond F. McNair

Many of God's people have wanted to know why my wife and I withdrew our membership from the Worldwide Church of God. Here is the explanation of our decision:

Firstly, I wish to mention that we did not resign from the Church of God! Neither did I resign from the Ministry of Jesus Christ!

The prophet Amos best explains why we felt compelled to withdraw our membership from the Worldwide Church of God: "Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?" (Amos 3:3.) For some time now, my wife and I had been quite concerned about numerous "doctrinal changes" which we did not believe were in har​mony with the plain teachings of the Word of God. We both wanted to be completely loyal to God and to the Worldwide Church of God, but found it increasingly more difficult to agree with the course which the human leaders had taken.

It became increasingly clear to us that many of the new "theological changes" were in fact directly taken from Protestant theology. It is a well-known fact that several of the top men shaping the "new theology" of the Worldwide Church of God had gone to the theologians of the colleges of this world, and had drunk deeply of this world's Protestant theology. Worse still, these same "theologians" began injecting their new-found Protestant theological beliefs into their literature, sermons, confer​ences, etc. It was becoming painfully clear to us that the time would soon come when some of the faithful "pioneer" ministers who had been trained by Mr. Armstrong himself for over 40 years would have to take a firm stand to defend the truths which were increasingly being cast aside by these newly-appointed Worldwide Church of God theologians.

The God IS… Booklet Did It!

When the God IS... booklet was pub​lished, the numerous false teachings in that booklet quickly brought into focus some of the "theo​logical errors" which the group of Worldwide Church of God theologians had embraced. After studying this new booklet thoroughly, I saw that it is riddled with many errors. As a result, I wrote a rather lengthy "Critique of the God IS.:. Booklet," and sent it to key men at Headquarters, hoping that I might be able to find some answers to this "new-found theology," so liberally sprinkled throughout the booklet.

I received several "replies" from Pasadena but, to my disappointment, no real answers to the major points which I had pointed out as errors. (biblically-speaking) in the God IS... booklet. After numerous lengthy letters back and forth between Pasadena and myself, it became clear to me that the "clutch of theolo​gians" shaping the "new Worldwide Church of God theology" were completely "off the track," and seemed to have no desire to get "back on the track." It became increasingly clear to me that I would get no real answers from anyone in charge of theology at the Worldwide Church of God.
As an example, the Worldwide Church of God had previously believed and taught that there is "one God" who consists of two Persons—​the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong had clearly explained that in his book, Mystery of the Ages. Nonetheless, the "new theologians" rejected this plain biblical teaching. However, none of them could or would explain to me during our lengthy corre​spondence just what this new "GOD" was really supposed to be like. They rejected the plain statements of the Bible showing that man was made in the form and shape of his Creator; rejected the plain Bible teaching that God is a family, and that God is reproducing himself; rejected the former teaching that man will some​day be born into the very FAMILY OF GOD—​becoming God (Ephesians. 3:15, 2:19). It was evident to me that this "clutch of theologians" no longer believed that man would someday be ele​vated to Divine sonship/daughtership (II Corinthians 6:18) in the Divine family of God, thereby becoming "full-fledged members of the God Family" at the time when they will be changed into immortality, as the glorified chil​dren of God!

Sadly, my wife and I came to the firm conclusion that this new Worldwide Church of God doctrine of "God" is at complete variance with the teachings of the Bible—and also directly contradicts many truths which Mr. Armstrong clearly explained in Mystery of the Ages.

Why was Mystery of the Ages Destroyed?

Furthermore, We could find no satisfac​tory answer as to why the wonderful book, Mystery of the Ages, has been discredited and destroyed. No one to whom we had spoken could really justify the destruction of many thou​sands of copies of that book—especially since Mystery of the Ages had been repeatedly praised as such a wonderful work by the same highly-placed men in the Worldwide Church of God who later "killed the book." It seemed incredible to us that the "baby should be thrown out with the bath water." No one believed Mystery of the Ages was a perfect book—inspired with the same measure of inspiration as was the Bible. But it contained more vital truths (mys​teries) than any other book we know of—outside the Bible itself!

Nevertheless, after studying Mystery of the Ages thoroughly (reading it again several times), it became clear to me that there was no valid reason for having destroyed that book. In my judgment, there wasn't a single valid reason for refusing to allow members of the Worldwide Church of God to receive copies of that enlight​ening book. As an example, many of us evange​lists still believe the 263 page Mystery of the Ages contained far fewer errors than did the much smaller, newly-published, 56 page God IS... booklet, which I found just riddled with theological errors.

Why did my wife and I withdraw our membership from the Worldwide Church of God? Because of "serious doctrinal errors" which a few top leaders insisted on putting in various booklets, letters, articles, sermons, conferences, etc. Let me hasten to add that I had made it clear to the men at Headquarters that I did not believe that "change" was of itself neces​sarily wrong. (A good change is good, but a bad change—i.e. a change from truth to error—is very bad!]

To prove my point, I reminded them that I had gone to Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong myself and suggested that we make a change concerning the day on which we had kept Pentecost. Mr. Armstrong looked into the material I gave him, and then later explained to the entire Worldwide Church of God membership exactly why the Church had been wrong in keeping Pentecost on a Monday, rather than on a Sunday. He then led the entire Church into keeping Pentecost on Sunday, according to the Scriptures.

Later, Mr. Armstrong (after consultation with some of the leading ministers at Headquarters) also changed the Worldwide Church of God's teaching concerning divorce and remarriage. I also accepted this change, but only after spending about one month in inten​sive study, proving to myself from the Word of God that this change regarding divorce and remarriage was indeed correct. But those were the only two major doctrinal changes which I can remember Mr. Armstrong, as Pastor General, having made in the years since I became a baptized member in early 1949!

However, many big doctrinal changes have occurred since his death—changes which many ministers and members simply do not believe are biblically-based.

Two of these major "changes" which have been made by the Worldwide Church of God since Mr. Armstrong's death are: 1) a complete change regarding WHO AND WHAT GOD IS, and 2) a drastic change regarding WHAT REALLY CONSTITUTES THE TRUE GOSPEL. Mr. Armstrong had always taught us that "Christ's person was not the Gospel," and that the Protestant ministers were wrong in thinking that the Gospel was a message "about Christ," rather than being the very mes​sage, the Good News of the Kingdom of God, which He brought to mankind (Mystery of the Ages, p. 121). Now the Worldwide Church of God teaches that "Christ is the Gospel. Christ is the Kingdom of God." But that is not enough!

Protestant ministers often praise Christ, laud Him, pay lip-service to believing and teach​ing the "true Gospel," but they do not, in fact, know what the Gospel is. The Bible shows that the Gospel is the Good News of the Kingdom of God. God the Father sent that message to mankind by His Messenger, Jesus Christ: "The Word (Gospel) which GOD sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ..."(Acts 10:36). The Father was the one Who sent that Message to mankind, but the Father alone is not the Gospel! Jesus Christ is the Divine Messenger Who brought that Message, but Jesus alone is not the Gospel! Christ will be the King Who will rule over the Kingdom of God, using the Law of God as the "constitution" by which He will rule all nations, but the Law of God alone is not the Gospel.

To those who have eyes to see, it is painfully apparent that this "new gospel" which the Worldwide Church of God has been teaching is clearly a new message "ABOUT CHRIST," rather than being the VERY MESSAGE WHICH HE BROUGHT TO MANKIND!

There were numerous other doctrinal areas which God's ministers and many of the brethren began seeing were being shifted off the solid foundation of the Word of God and onto the shifting sands of modern Protestant theolo​gy. The "top shapers" of the Worldwide Church of God's "new theology" apparently believe they are still teaching the "Truth," but in all too many cases that is just not so.

History Repeats Itself!

With the formation of the Global Church of God, you brethren are witnessing Church his​tory being repeated. Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong was ordained by "The State [Oregon] Conference of the Church of God", and later left them to begin a separate Work . (Autobiography of Herbert W. Armstrong, pp. 504a, 524-529). Yet, Mr. Armstrong always spoke of the Oregon Conference of the Church of God (who had ordained him and at one time had paid him a salary) as still being "the Church of God." But Mr. Armstrong felt he could not continue to fol​low the "leadership" of that branch of the Church of God—simply because they instructed him to baptize people contrary to the Bible. Also, Mr. A. N. Dugger, who was the leader of one of the two extant branches of the Church of God, clearly admitted to Mr. Armstrong that he was right in his understanding concerning the "identity" of the U.S. and Britain as the modern descendants of the so-called "Lost Ten Tribes of Israel." Notice Mr. Dugger's frank admission: "I have seen no work near its equal in clearness and completeness. You surely are right [con​cerning Israel's identity]... and you will hear more from THESE TRUTHS and the light herein revealed later." The above quote is found on page 406 of the 1967 edition of the Autobiography of Herbert W. Armstrong. It is interesting to note that the newer, 1986 edition of the same autobiography (published after Mr. Armstrong's death) did not include that important "Dugger letter"! Why not?

It is a well-known fact that some of the "top theologians" at Pasadena do not really believe in the truth of the message which is con​tained in Mr. Armstrong's book, The United States and British Commonwealth in Prophecy. No wonder that important book has been taken out of circulation for over two years—while some of these modern skeptics "review" it to see whether or not it should even be re-published!

Yet it is a fact that this interesting and informative book did more to build the member​ship of the Worldwide Church of God than did any other booklet or book. Some years back, when I was asked to address all of God's minis​ters in the Ministerial Refreshing Program, I did considerable research into this subject, and if I recall correctly, I discovered that about 15 mil​lion copies of The U.S. and B.C. in Prophecy had been sent out. There was no doubt in Mr. Armstrong's mind that it was a very important book. In fact, he called that book "the missing MASTER KEY to the prophecies" (Mystery of the Ages, p. 164). He also referred to the knowl​edge contained in that book as "this VITAL KNOWLEDGE"! (p. 160.)

Why have some "doubting Thomases" in the Worldwide Church of God been so negative toward that book, which contains so many truths—including the very GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST? People of African heritage in the United States were rightly interested in finding out more about their "roots," as was revealed in Alex Haley's book, Roots. Why would not the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic-descended peoples who have settled this nation (and still comprise nearly two-thirds of its people) also want to know about their racial "roots"? Why would anyone want to "cast aside" such interesting and "vital knowl​edge"?

I again ask: Why did my wife and I feel compelled to withdraw our membership from the Worldwide Church of God and become part of a "Work" that fully intends to teach and preach the real TRUTH OF GOD? We did so because we had come to see over a period of years that the top leaders in the Worldwide Church of God have been leading the Church down a rocky, treacherous road of serious doctrinal error!

Furthermore, our recent contacts with these same "leaders" have convinced us that they do not even believe they are leading God's Church into error. Therefore, how can they possibly lead it out of error and set it "back on the track"?
Mr. Armstrong's Frank Confession!

Not long before his death, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong freely confessed that he had let down and had allowed liberalism to creep into God's Church. He admitted he had allowed God's Church to veer off the true "path of God" during the 1970s. But he also had both the will and the power and authority to put the Church "back on the track"! Notice Mr. Armstrong's own frank confession in the Worldwide News, Nov. 16, 1981: "Some of us have weakened. Some of us have been caught off guard. I am human like all of you, and I was caught off guard and without at the time realizing it, allowed this liberalism to creep into God's flock! I now repent of that and the living Christ leads me to do what He inspires me to do to correct it and get this holy Body of Christ BACK COMPLETELY ON THE TRACK ."

I must say that I am not convinced that the present leaders have either the "eyesight" or the will (or heart) to set the Church "back on the track" today. As I said earlier, if the "leaders can't even see that the Worldwide Church of God has veered dangerously off the true path, then how can they possibly set God's Church "back on the track"?
Even a casual perusal of the second and third chapters of Revelation will clearly reveal to anyone who has an open mind that Christ, the true Head of the Church of God, does allow the Church leaders to get "off the track," but does not force them "back onto the track." Note especially Christ's stern warning to the churches of God in Pergamos (Revelation 2:12-16), Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-23), and Sardis (Revelation 3:1-5).

But take special notice of Christ's warn​ing to the "church of the Laodiceans": "And unto the angel of the Church of the Laodiceans write...I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot: I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm...I will vomit you out of My mouth. Because you say, `I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—I counsel you to buy from Me gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chas​ten. Therefore be zealous and repent" (Revelation 3:14-19).

Surely, the "church of the Laodiceans" typifies a rather pathetic; lethargic condition that will exist with many of God's people at the cli​mactic time of the end. This same "lukewarm​ness" is also typified by the "five foolish virgins" who are without their "oil" (i.e. with​out the Holy Spirit), at the time of Christ's glori​ous Second Coming to be united with His true bride! (Matthew 25:1-12.)

My wife and I do not want to be among the "lukewarm," or "wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked" brethren who can't see the real Truth of God, and must receive "spiritu​al eye salve" before they can see clearly what has really happened to the Truth of God dur​ing the past few years. We do not want to be among the "five foolish virgins" who are total​ly lacking in the "oil" (Holy Spirit) and who, consequently, will be rejected at Christ's com​ing!

Do we see among the "leaders" of the Worldwide Church of God any man who, like Mr. Armstrong in the 1970s, has the vision to see, and the courage to act upon that knowledge—and to "set God's Church back on the track"? Unfortunately, I do not see anyone among the "top leaders" of the Worldwide Church of God who appears both willing and able to do that in our time.

Must All of the Saints Be Under One Human Leader?

We all know that Christ is the living Head of His Church, as is stated repeatedly in the Bible, and that there is just "one true Church," or just "one body" (I Corinthians 12:12-27). But does God's Word say that all of the members in that "one body" must be under the supervision of one "human leader"? The answer is a resound​ing "No"! In fact there has continued to be numerous "branches" of the Church of God in existence upon this earth through most of this 20th century!

If we carefully study the first chapter of Galatians, we can clearly see that the apostle Peter was not over Paul, and neither was Paul over Peter. Rather, each of them had been given a separate jurisdiction: Peter was over the "circumcision" and Paul was over the "uncircumcision"—i.e. the Gentiles (Galatians 1:16-19). Paul did go up to the "Jerusalem Conference" (Acts 15), but there is nothing to show that he was under the direct jurisdiction of Peter and the apostles at Jerusalem. And he did rebuke the apostle Peter for his duplicity in an incident mentioned in verses 11-21 of the second chapter of Galatians!

Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong left that branch of the Church of God in which he had been ordained, and under whose authority he had preached. God led him to start a separate Work, but both the Church of God (various seventh day groups), and what came to be known as the Radio Church of God—later the Worldwide Church of God—were simply differ​ent branches of God's Church. (Mr. Armstrong often spoke of the early history of the Church of God (Seventh Day) which he said had split into two branches about six months before he was ordained a minister of God's Church.)

Recently, God has led Mr. Roderick Meredith, assisted by numerous other co-work​ers, to form the GLOBAL CHURCH OF GOD. This new branch of God's Church has been organized for the express purpose of reviving the true doctrines and the Work of the living God (Habakkuk 3:2). My wife and I have concluded that God is going to do a mighty work through the GLOBAL CHURCH OF GOD. We believe the GLOBAL CHURCH OF GOD is adhering far more closely to the true doctrines of God than is the Worldwide Church of God. We sincerely believe we can do far more to help the people of God by being a part of this vibrant, dynamic, "living branch" of the Church of God.

Also, I might add that I have known Mr. Roderick C . Meredith for 44 years, and know him to be a very sincere, humble, dedicated, truly converted and Spirit-filled "man of God" who will not compromise with God's Truth. Furthermore, I know that he, I and other minis​ters who are uniting in this dynamic ministry will be able to restore many of the important truths which have, sadly, been unceremoniously cast aside by the present leadership of the Worldwide Church of God.

I also wish to mention that we bear no malice toward the present leaders of the Worldwide Church of God, but will continue praying that they might "anoint their eyes with eye salve" to be able to see where they are seri​ously misleading God's people! We will continue to pray that God will bless and guide all His ministers who truly obey Him, and who stead​fastly adhere to the wonderful truths which all of us were taught under the faithful leadership of God's end-time servant, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong!

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast [in God's Truth], immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord"! (I Corinthians 15:58.)

I would urge all of God's people to heed Christ's warning: "take heed that no man deceive you" (Matthew 24:4). Remember that God commands his people to "prove all things: hold fast that which is good"! (I Thessalonians 5:21, KJV.)

My wife and I hope our "explanation" has clearly shown why we felt it mandatory to with​draw our membership from the Worldwide Church of God.

What Do You Mean “Fall Away”?

by Sidney M. Hegvold

There is a widespread misunderstanding among many sincere Christians that is putting their eternal lives in grave jeopardy! This misunderstanding involves the consequences of leaving or staying with the visi8le Church. Which is the proper course of action?

What causes many normally rational people to develop such a fanatic loyalty to an organization, particularly to a religious organization or church? Why do some people contin​ue to follow the leaders of that organization or church even when they have dramatically changed everything that had initially gotten them involved? A dramatic and tragic case is that of the recent standoff of the Branch Davidians near Waco, Texas and the tragic case of the Jonestown mass suicide about 15 years ago. These are extreme cases but they illustrate a basic error that has historically and is even today putting the spiritual salvation of many Church mem​bers in serious jeopardy. That deadly error is the mis​application of church government!

Church government is a spiritual government always subject to God's laws, although administered through people. It is always the individual's responsi​bility to do as the Bereans did: "Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the syna​gogue of the Jews. These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so (Acts 17:10-11). Notice that it was a daily exercise and that it was also positive—not negative.

A Christian's submission to church government is always conditional as to whether the leaders of that Church are following Christ or not. For Paul was inspired to write: "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ” (I Corinthians 11:1, KJV). Much as some would like not to have that personal responsi​bility, each one has a vital responsibility to do so, else why would Paul write: "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (II Timothy 2:15, KJV). All, like the Bereans, are responsible for their own salvation: "Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians. 2:12).

It is not necessary to be a Bible scholar to know whether the leaders of a church are actually following Christ or not: "But I fear, lest somehow, as the ser​pent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ" (II Corinthians 11:3). The Bible gives some important but simple guidelines which, if followed, are absolute guarantees that a sincere Christian can never be led astray. Notice that there is a "simplicity that is in Christ" so, even though God provides the ministry to explain and expound the Scriptures, the meaning must always be understandable by even the less educated. Use of convoluted, philosophical, the​ological terminology should put any Christian on guard! The original disciples were not well educated but did have the desire to know the Truth and could be led by the Holy Spirit. No Christian who does sin​cerely "hunger and thirst after righteousness" can be deceived if these guidelines are followed because Christ said: "if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect" (Matthew 24:24, KJV).

Who Falls Away?

Historically it has often been the organized Church itself that falls away, not individual members within the Church! The true Church members are often the people put out of the Church: "I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not receive us. Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words, and not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting. them out of the church" (III John 9-10). The organized Church, itself, fell away from Christ and the Truth! This was already under way at the time of the original Apostles! Notice that John admonishes the members not to follow those leaders in their error: "Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good" (III John 11). The individual Christian had to have a way to distinguish between the evil and the good.

Any good history of the early Church is a record; of the organized Church going into apostasy and excommunicating those still following the teach​ings of the Bible and Christ. These small groups, or sects—the true Christians who had been put out of the large organized Church—were severely persecuted by that Church! They are most often called heretics in Church history books. Some excerpts from A HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH by Williston Walker will illustrate these dramatic changes and the infusion of human reason and human authority into the Church hierarchy.

Thus out of the struggle with Gnosticism and Montanism came the Old Catholic Church, with its strong episcopal organi​zation, credal standard, and authoritative canon. It differed much from the Apostolic Church; . . . it early developed a consciousness of strength and authority, which was doubtless increased by the fact that, by 100, it was, it would appear, the largest single congregation in Christendom. Even before the close of the first century Clement, writing anony​mously to the Corinthians in the name of the whole Roman congregation, spoke as for those who expected to be obeyed. The tone, if brotherly, was big-brotherly (page 62-63).

The Roman Church congregation was simply the largest congregation of many autonomous congre​gations making up the early Apostolic Church and it was on this basis that it "developed a consciousness of strength and authority." That authority was not based on any biblical principle! How that authority was used by the leaders of the Roman Church congregation is well illustrated by "The Easter Controversy" .

Quoting from A HISTORY OF THE CHRIS​TIAN CHURCH again:

The problem [The Easter Controversy]was further complicated by a dispute, about 167, in Laodicea, in Asia Minor itself, as to the nature of the celebration on the fourteenth of Nisan, some holding that Christ died on the fourteenth, as the fourth Gospel intimates, and others plac​ing His death, as do the other Gospels, on the fifteenth. The latter treated the com​memoration of the fourteenth of Nisan, therefore, as a Christian continuation of the Hebrew Passover.

About 190 the problem became so acute that synods were held in Rome, Palestine, and elsewhere which decided in favor of the Roman practice. The churches in Asia Minor, led by Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus, refused conformity. Thereupon Victor, bishop of Rome (189-198), excommunicated the recalcitrant congregations (pages 64-65).

The dispute the Churches in Asia Minor were having regarding whether the crucifixion took place on the fourteenth or the fifteenth of Nisan gave the Church at Rome the wedge it needed to get the whole celebration changed to an Easter Sunday celebration. It is interesting to note that the Churches in Asia Minor, in spite of their differences, all rejected the Easter celebration and all were excommunicated.

It is often the visible organized Church that falls away from the Truth and Christ—not the true Christians. Of course, the faithful Christians after being put out or "pushed out" of an apostate church, nearly always go down the road and meet with others who hang on to the "faith once for all delivered" (Jude 3). This has been the consistent record of history.

The First Great Falling Away

The first government on Earth was that estab​lished by God when He placed Lucifer as the "guardian cherub" over His creation: "Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and say to him: `This is what the Sovereign LORD says: "`You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sap​phire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mount​ings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared. You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones. You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you. Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones" (Ezekiel 28:12-16, New International Version).

Notice that this great being was "anointed" and "ordained" by God to be the "guardian cherub" over His creation and was perfect in his ways from the day that he was created, as the King James Version trans​lates verse 15. He was in the garden of Eden and he was a created being. This could not be referring to any human—it had to be referring to Lucifer who became the Devil and Satan by rebelling against God: "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit" (Isa. 14:12-15, KJV).

This is the first record of God's government on Earth. God had anointed Lucifer as the guardian cherub over His creation. He was the leader and in charge of that government anointed for that position by God Himself! Apparently, all of the angelic host on earth were under his rule! Should all of the angels have followed Lucifer, when he rebelled, since he had been put in charge by God, Himself? This third of the angels thought that they should, and followed Satan in his rebellion against God. But could God hold them responsible since they were being loyal to His established government? "And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day" (Jude 6). Loyalty to God and His laws supersedes loyalty to any government or being even He anoints!

However, those whom God places in authority still must be respected because of their position: "Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation but said, `The Lord rebuke you,'” (Jude 9).

How To Guard Against Deception

Since every Christian is admonished to "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:12), the tools to do so must be readily accessible, and they are. Each individual is personal​ly responsible for his own salvation: "Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness, says the Lord God" (Ezekiel 14:14). That admoni​tion is repeated four times for emphasis. These Scriptures are referring to physical calamities that are prophesied to come but they illustrate the emphasis that God places on each individual's responsibility in receiving the gift of Eternal Life.

The warnings given in the Bible are always against false leaders: "And many false prophets will rise up and deceive many" (Matthew 24:11). It's the leaders, "false prophets", who are trying to deceive the members who are following Christ! This warning is repeated in the Epistles as well: "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). These false leaders are led by spirits which are not of God! The state​ment; "Christ leads the Church" is the rallying cry ​to cover the deception of those "false prophets" who are actually leading the Church AWAY from Christ and the Truth!

It is true that Christ does lead the Church but the Church leaders do not always choose to follow Christ's lead. Christ will not force them to follow Him but He does not relieve them from their positions immediately. God has not yet removed Lucifer—now Satan the devil—from his position of authority. In the New Testament he is called "the prince of the power of the air" (Eph.2:2). The devil or Satan is still a powerful influence in this evil world. Revelation chapters two and three detail many instances where the Church refused to follow Christ. Christ does not lead His Church into error! But to see where each individual really stands in his or her walk with God, He allows the Church to get into serious and prolonged heresy as clearly described in Revelation 2 and 3.

How does one test or "try the spirits whether they are of God" or not? "To the law and to the tes​timony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isaiah 8:20). "Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? ... if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments" (Matthew 19:16-17). The law or the "commandments" listed in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5 are the keys or tools necessary to evaluate whether the Church leaders are of God or not. The commandments are easy to understand even by the "uneducated." So when anyone begins to "water down" the importance of God's Law, all our warning flags should go up. When we find that a religious organization—in its public preaching and lit​erature—consistently soft pedals any reference to the vital necessity of keeping the ten commandments, and instead tries to blend in with this world and its false churches, then we should be aware that we are being fed "another gospel." Paul warned us that this might happen. "For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you may well put up with it" (II Corinthians 11:4).

Each Christian must "work out [his] own salva​tion with fear and trembling" (Phil.2:12). Personal responsibility cannot be abdicated by simply saying, "Christ leads the Church and true Christians must remain loyal to the church." The angels who fol​lowed in Lucifer's rebellion were not held guiltless because they followed the leader God, Himself, had ordained. Each individual is responsible and must worship God in "spirit and truth" (John 4:23). So each Christian is responsible to seek out and worship with those who will most closely follow the "whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:27) and who also do the Work of faithfully proclaiming the coming Kingdom of God (Matthew 24:14).

Christians must follow Christ, not any man or organization of men: "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me" (John 10:27). Don't put your eternal life in jeopardy by following men! "Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom" (Luke 12:32).

News Trends and Prophecy

by Ron Nelson

Intolerance is Back with a Vengeance

Crimes motivated by bigotry are up virtually everywhere around the world. In just the last few years there has been a perceptible increase in hate crimes from the neighborhood variety of vandalizing buildings and cemeteries to random incidences of physical violence. On the international level, vast changes in governments and shifts in balances of power have left whole ethnic minority communities terrorized and in jeopardy.

Presently, the most infamous of these is the slaughter in Bosnia. As the world looks on, the Serbs work their wickedness in open and heartless destruc​tion of what is left of the Balkan state. The U.N. and the West seem almost powerless as a literal genocide is being committed by Serbs.

A former United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Sadruddin Aga Khan, speaks out in The New York Times, April 12, 1993:

The homilies and promises of a new world order will not be worth the count​less hours of speeches, voluminous con​tents of foreign policy journals, mountains of U.N. documentation and talking heads' pieties on TV if the world fails its straightforward test. Genocide is being carried out on TV news every day; this is not Cambodia, where we could pretend we did not see it.

We have told the Serbs to stop. We have summoned all the authority of our new world to make the point. The Security Council has threatened. Europe, Russia, America and other gov​ernments have pounded their fists and said, "Enough!" The Serbs are not the only wrongdoers in the war, but they are the principal ones and are unstoppable. They may soon resume the large-scale "ethnic cleansing." The test is this: are we finally going to block them?

Yes, is anyone going to stop this mass murder of Muslims on the "Christian continent" of Europe? Or is the world on the verge of going completely out of control? The only real superpower, the United States, is making tentative gestures of intervention but the rest of the world is wary of intervening at all. (Many national leaders shudder at the thought of get​ting involved in escalating conflict in this region that was the very flashpoint of World War I.)

An interview appearing in The Los Angeles Times (March 12, 1993) centered on this present hor​ror in Bosnia. Bernard-Henri Levy, leading French philosopher and author of the 1985 book, Barbarism With a Human Face, was asked "What does it mean that the West has in effect left Sarajevo and other parts of Bosnia-Herzegovina to die?"

Mr. Levy—a long time observer of the region—​replied, "I think we are witnessing the revival in a soft and sated Europe of what in the 1930s was called the `mentality of Munich,' the mentality of appease​ment and compromise with evil....I have the horrible suspicion that, in the cynical depths of power, European governments agree that ethnic cleansing and segregation into ethnic-based nation-states is the final answer for the Balkans."

This crisis in what was Yugoslavia highlights the fact that since the end of the cold war, the world is actually much more dangerous; it does not matter from which social, economic, or political prism it is viewed!

A Dire Forerunner

Bosnia's calamity is certainly a forerunner of greater conflicts prophesied to come in these "latter days." It should serve as a chilling warning of the bitter fruits of hatred and intolerance. Newsweek's May 3, 1993 issue had a special report from the war zone about the human suffering:

War is always cruelest to children, and the war in Bosnia has been no exception. But few of Bosnia's children have seen and endured more hell than those who have lived through the yearlong siege of Srebrenica. Most of them had to flee Muslim villages sacked and burned by the Serbs, only to come to a place where shellfire was but one threat: disease and hunger have been responsible for killing many of the 1,000 children who died in Srebrenica in the last nine months. (May 3, 1993).

Just a few years ago the Berlin Wall came down, communism was pronounced dead, and the Soviet republics disbanded. The long, dreary days and nights of the cold war seemed ready to yield to bright new prospects for this world. But one might ask, "What has become of the New World Order? Has it died?" Actually, there is a void—a dangerous power vacuum. For the time being most see the U.N. as the most likely alternative. In fact, as pointed out in a commentary by George Melloan in The Wal1 Street Journal, April 12, 1993, "There has been a virtual explosion of U.N. peacekeeping operations since the end of the cold war. The number of peace​keepers the U.N. has deployed around the world has soared to 55,000 from 15,000 only two years ago...."

The U.N.'s increasingly-ambitious world role is being undertaken by an organization that is inefficient and lacking in the kind of powers that would effec​tively enable it to serve as the world's policeman.

Some observers wonder if the Bosnian massacre in Europe might serve as a catalyst to unite European countries, to inspire preparation of its own "more efficient" policing force to control affairs that could affect all of Europe. Can the U.N. and NATO be relied upon to act in a manner reflecting the interests of Europe? At press time, United States diplomats were traversing European capitals looking for allies and a way it might respond to the crisis in the Balkans.

Holocaust Remembered

Such sad, grievous irony! Even while terrible mass brutality is being indiscriminately poured out on men, women, and children of Bosnia, at least two new memorials of the World War II Holocaust have been opened in the United States. February 9, the Simon Wiesenthal Center's Museum of Tolerance opened in Los Angeles. Then, April 26 in Washington D.C., the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum opened. It was hoped that these would serve to remind and thus help prevent this very thing from ever happening again.

At the dedication ceremony of the latter muse​um, President Clinton spoke of the ethnic cleansing and intolerance prevalent in today's world: "We learn again and again that the world has yet to run its course of animosity and violence. Ethnic cleansing in the former Yugoslavia is but the most brutal and bla​tant and ever-present manifestation of what we see also with oppression of the Kurds in Iraq, the abusive treatment of the Baha'i in Iran, the endless race-​based violence in South Africa."

For years after World War II and the end of the concentration camps, writes John Darnton in The New York Times (April 25, 1993), there was "an unspoken assumption that never again would evil of that magni​tude be tolerated. Not war itself, which was perhaps unavoidable, but war waged ruthlessly against every​day civilians who are selected for slaughter solely on the basis of ethnicity or religion—that would be ruled out of bounds for all time."

Those who study God's word should not be sur​prised that these things are happening. "For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue has muttered perversity. No one calls for justice, nor does any plead for truth. They trust in empty words and speak lies; they conceive evil and bring forth iniquity.... Their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands. Their feet run to evil and they make haste to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths. The way of peace they have not known, and there is no justice in their ways; they have made themselves crooked paths; whoever takes that way shall not know peace" (Isaiah 59:3-8).

Although Isaiah 3:14-15 is a prophecy specifi​cally about the leaders of Judah, it declares God's determination to one day intervene and bring to judg​ment the strong who attack the weak and defenseless: "The Lord will enter into judgment with the elders of His people and His princes: `For you have eaten up the vineyard: the plunder of the poor is in your houses. What do you mean by crushing My people and grinding the faces of the poor?'”

Even in a world filled with the effects of Satan, the present god of this world (II Corinthians 4:4), it is still shocking to see humanity's dark side so preva​lent. We need to pray as David did: "Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from violent men..." (Psalm 140:4). Never has God's Kingdom been so urgently needed to establish peace and civility among all men. Never has it been more urgent for us to pray "Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven"! (Matthew 6:10.)
Quick and Powerful

Separating the Wheat from the Chaff

"Well, we just can't be sure," or "We can't tell," or "It really doesn't matter, does it?" How many times have we heard these statements and wondered—is he or she right?

If one were to consult an existentialist philosopher he might be told that we really cannot know anything for sure, everything is relative and uncertain—after all, truth is what you make it—isn't it? This kind of fuzzy thinking is com​mon today.

Truth, that one precise, absolute, so highly prized and diligently sought after commodity in the legal and sci​entific forums of today's society somehow seems to take on an almost incomprehensible transformation when explored within the realm of religious beliefs. Indeed, when the “truth" of one man or group of men comes into conflict with the "truth" of another man or group of men we fre​quently see warfare as the result.

But one might ask, "Why so many different ideas?" "Isn't the truth the truth?" How can we know what the truth really is? Where can we find an authoritative source? Just who decides what is truth, what is right and what is wrong? How can we recognize the wheat from the chaff?

Straight from the Source

In Ecclesiastes 7:29 we read: "God made man upright but they have sought out many inventions." Sadly, those inventions have included a multitude of philosophies and self-serving versions of truth which have been employed in attempts to suppress, malign, alter, confuse and even obliterate the Truth of God.

Today, in the morass of society's often conflicting hodge-podge of fact and opinion, one source stands unbro​ken—the Holy Scriptures of the Bible—the inerrant Word of God.

We have the incontrovertible and ultimate reality —​God's very own testimony as to what is right and wrong; what to believe and what to reject; who we must trust to know and those we should not trust.

Unfortunately there are those, who knowing the Truth, would have men believe a lie. These suppress the Truth in all unrighteousness ( Romans 1:18).

We must, however, if we are to truly be wise and discerning Christians examine and prove all things (includ​ing our own reasoning) in the light of God's Word which is Truth (Psalms 119:160).

We must remember the Apostle Paul's admonition to Timothy: "If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings; evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness; from such withdraw thyself" (I Tim.6:3 5, KJV). We must not become partakers of other men's sins (Ephesians 5:5-7).

In II Timothy 3:5 we are again warned of those hav​ing a form of Godliness, but denying the power thereof; "from such turn away”. "They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate" (Titus 1:16).

We must be careful to guard against those who under the premise of "scholarship" "strive about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers" (II Timothy 2:14); those "ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth" (II Timothy 3:7) "Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth; men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith" (II Timothy 3:8).

"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts they shall heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables"(II Timothy 4:3-4).

We can derive a valuable principle from the Apostle Paul's instruction to Timothy in II Timothy 3:14: "but as for you, continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them." "Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to those things which we have heard, lest we drift away" (Hebrews 2:1, emphasis ours).

We must accept the whole Truth of God recognizing that "all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (II Timothy 3:16); and "knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation" (II Peter 1:20).

So let us go on to "prove all things and hold fast to that which is good" (I Thessalonians 5:21) not being ashamed, having rightly divided the Word of Truth (II Timothy 2:15).

We must always regard the Word of God as the ulti​mate authority in our lives. Through careful, diligent Bible study we can know truth from error, and separate the wheat from the chaff.

.

Open Letter
June 1993

Dear Brethren and Friends:

Greetings again from Southern California! God is blessing us in the Global Church of God with increasing growth in ever way! we are very grateful for this. And we should always  remember that He is the One who supplies this growth and we are only weak, imperfect instruments in His hands. But we're grateful to have the opportunity to be used of Him.

My wife and I recently returned from visiting Atlanta, Georgia, over Pentecost. We had a great visit, all went well, and there was a total of 102 people in attendance. This is the largest single attendance for any area here in the United States thus far, so we are very encouraged, as we are admon​ished in the Bible not to "despise the day of small things.” Also, we had seventy-eight people in Akron with Mr. Dave Pack and; with Mr. Raymond McNair in Little Rock, we had sixty-two people! There was a new all-time record in Brussels, Belgium for Pentecost with a total of 201 in attendance! All of this is very encouraging to us here at headquarters and I'm sure to all of you as well.

We have a request, which I have approved, for a new home church in Oklahoma City; so that will be considered a church beginning this Sabbath rather than a video group. And our recent BIG news is that Mr. John Ogwyn was fired the morning after Pentecost! He had been expecting this, of course, as he had been preaching the Truth very strongly for the past sever​al months. It was a pleasure to talk with him and to hear the details of the situation. He is now pastoring two Global Churches of God--one in Baton Rouge and the other in Lafayette, Louisiana.

I just spoke with John Ogwyn again and he was very pleased that 164 people came with us this past Sabbath from his churches in Louisiana--64 in Baton Rouge and 100 in Lafayette! We are very thankful that these people had the courage to obey the Truth--and for this additional growth in the Global Church of God.

Our congratulations go to Mr. and Mrs. John Ogwyn for tak​ing such a courageous stand for God's Truth! And, again, we appreciate the dedication and zeal of all of our fine minis​ters out there who have been doing such a fine job in helping God s people and encouraging many who have been divided and disillusioned by the increasing number of changes being made of recent date.

Now let us pray fervently that God will cause even more leading men to come on out with us, and, that He will also provide the means, financially, to support them and to keep this Work going and growing! Our prayers are needed very much in this regard, and I'm sure you all understand.

Video groups are springing up all over the country. This past week we started Shalimar, Florida, and Denver, Colorado. Overseas, two groups are forming on the island of Luzon, Philippines. The really big news though, is that we have just signed on two more 50,000 watt radio stations; KRVN in Lexington, Nebraska and a really fine station over which Mr. Armstrong had broadcast--WWVA in Wheeling, West Virginia. With the addition of just a few more stations, The World Ahead will be accessible throughout the 48 states and populated areas of Canada.

Satan, of course, is not happy with the growth we have been granted by God. For Satan hates anyone or any church which will faithfully preach God's Truth and so prepare additional thousands of people to replace him and his demons in ruling over this earth.

Also, Satan is the "accuser of the brethren" (Revelation 12:10, KJV). Even as I write this, I have been made aware that I am personally being accused of all sorts of things and vilified by the "leaders" of a dead or dying organization who can’t stand those of us who try, with God's help, to carry on in the tradition of Herbert W. Armstrong. Brethren, we all need to get used to this kind of persecution, because it is just the beginning! Satan will do anything he can to over​throw this Work of God. So, we must constantly be on guard, and learn to "roll with the punches."

One word of caution: Satan is also "a liar and the father of it" (John 8:44). So, please be sure to check out any accu​sation made against us--or against anyone--before you believe it!

For instance, some are spreading the rumor that the Global Church of God is going back to "Jewish legalism," whatever that means to them. They have said that our women are not allowed to wear slacks or shorts, and that a woman is not allowed to attend services with us if she is on her monthly period! This is quite amusing, in a way, but it is also sad that such ludicrous statements have been made.

As most of you know, I'm sure, we have never said or even implied any of the above ideas. These kinds of "restrictions" do not and will not exist in the Global Church of God!

But let's all try to learn from these accusations, brethren. Let's all--ministers, deacons and brethren--make sure that we don't start spouting off our own ideas on minor points of doctrine or dress or diet or whatever, and thereby confuse or even offend some of our newer or weaker brethren. Even though we all should glorify God in our bodies and in the way we dress and groom ourselves, let's not be "sermonizing" to each other about the profound "evils" of white bread, white sugar, soft drinks or someone whose hair is a half-inch too long or too short, etc.

Mr. Raymond McNair and I will try to address some of these laws of health and grooming--in a broad way--in future arti​cles and sermons which you will be receiving from us.

Meanwhile, let's be so busy reaching out to a sick and dying world that is increasingly filled with violence, drug-addiction, AIDS, etc., that we just don’t have time to get all "picky" with each other about these very minor points of doctrine or of health and grooming such as I have just described. With all our hearts, brethren, let’s all strive to see the BIG PICTURE and to be balanced!
Let's all be grateful that we have the opportunity, once again, to preach the full Truth about the real Jesus Christ and the laws and ways of His coming Kingdom. And that we can reach out to our brethren in the Israelitish nations and "cry aloud" and warn them of the coming holocaust before it is too late.

Please continue to pray for all of us here at our headquar​ters in San Dimas, California, and for our brethren around the world. Thank you, dear brethren, for your support and encouragement! Our sincere love and prayers are with you daily.

Editorial by Roderick C. Meredith

What is a True Philadelphian?

The next to the last church era was the only one about which Christ gave no criticism whatsoever. That is remarkable-especially considering the fact that most other eras were criticized rather severely.

First off, Jesus says: "I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door..." (Revelation 3:8). The Philadelphians are those not merely interested in "get​ting saved" themselves, but in reaching out powerfully to witness, to warn and to teach others through the open doors of evangelism that God makes available.

True Philadelphians have a genuine love for the people of the entire world. They are willing to sacrifice in order to give them the precious Truth about the soon com​ing Kingdom of God. Nor will Philadelphians turn their backs on some three-hundred-fifty million fellow Israelites. They will yearn for the salvation of their Israelitish brethren, as the Apostle Paul did (Romans 9:3). And they will zealously trumpet the "Ezekiel warning" to these peo​ples—being used of God to warn them of the specific pun​ishments coming on them in the tribulation unless they repent.
After describing the open doors, Jesus next stated that the Philadelphians "have kept My word, and have not denied My name." It is now fashionable in certain circles to openly make fun of Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong—to sub​tly and not so subtly try to destroy his legacy and change virtually every major doctrine  that God introduced through him into the Church. The people now doing this are the most clever and diabolical of any the modern Church has ever encountered. The "frogs" are very slowly and subtly being heated up in the pan. And the water will be boiling before the poor frogs realize what is happening to them!

What these "quick change artists" have failed to explain is why the living Christ used Herbert W. Armstrong in His ministry for fifty-five years, used him to get the Work going and growing in a big way for the first time in modern history, blessed Mr. Armstrong's work immeasurably, and then suddenly decided after his death that all the major doctrines and approaches he introduced were wrong! Interestingly, God's inspired Word tells us that, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and for​ever" (Hebrews 13:8). Certainly, we all ought to grow in new knowledge—knowledge based on the true foundation that Christ laid through Mr. Armstrong. But are we to cast aside virtually every major teaching that made us distinct from the Sardis Church, and from the Protestant churches of this world?

The answer is obvious.

Christ highly commended the Philadelphians for having "kept My word." The very direct indication here is that, under Mr. Armstrong's leadership, the Church of God was faithful to His Word. More than in any other Church era here described, the Philadelphians had the right doctrines and right practices overall. Otherwise, there would certainly be at least some criticism or condem​nation. But there is none—zero! Christ tells the Philadelphians: "Behold, I come quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown" (Revelation 3:11).

So true Philadelphians will not let themselves be fooled by false teachers who "have crept in unnoticed" (Jude 4). They will faithfully hang on to the basic truths and practices which Christ put into His Church through Mr. Armstrong —and blessed and guided him in teaching for the fifty-two years he was the human leader of the Work.

And real Philadelphians will be so busy doing the Work that they won't let small points of doctrine sidetrack them from doing the inspiring Work of God. A world of about 5.2 billion people is out there. They need the full Truth of the Gospel and an understanding of the vital prophecies for our time. Let's be genuine Philadelphians. Let's be busy going through the "doors" and doing the Work!

Study and Gain God’s “Approval”

by David C. Pack

Do you really love the Truth? I mean do you really love the Truth?

It's the summer of 1966! I'm walking up the driveway with something very special in my hands. It's a packet of information from California contain​ing eight booklets. They explain such truths as the answer to why I was born, the real modern identity of the tribes of Israel, the method of proper baptism, the explanation behind the many different churches that all claim to be right when only one could be, and numerous others. I have never forgotten that early excitement I felt for what I was then learning. I was thrilled!

That was many years ago. Recent events in my life have forced me to re-examine the question that introduces this article. I have learned that excitement about the Truth may not mean one has a genuine love for it. As a  matter of fact, the word love found in (II Thessalonians 2: 10) is the Greek word agape. This means the love of God that grows in us after conver​sion upon receiving God's Spirit. The excitement I described was a year and a half before I was baptized so I wasn't yet converted. Growing to love truth, then, was something that came later.

Have you ever suffered for the Truth? Would you die for it? Are there limits to its importance in your life? Have you sold all that you have to obtain this pearl of great price? And does each of us really realize just how great that price may actually be? If so, you'll not want to let anything take it from you!

It's my hope that the remainder of this article will reveal how to be sure you never lose sight of this pearl. You would never want to casually trade it in for some old, cheap doctrinal trinket worth nothing.

Don't ever fall prey to any of three different false premises. One is: "You can't prove anything by the Bible." Another is: "You can prove anything by the Bible." Lastly: "You can't take the Bible literal​ly."

We must start by recognizing that God would certainly never tell us to do anything that can't be done! If Paul wrote in I Thessalonians 5:21, "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good," then it can , be done! [KJV used throughout] If, he also wrote in Romans 12:2 "Prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God," then it can be done! If Paul preached that we, like the Bereans, in Acts 17: l 1, must "search the Scriptures daily whether those things were so," then it can be done! We must have the firm conviction that this can always be done in each , important matter of Scripture.

We're now ready to examine a simple biblical formula. It will plainly show both how and why we must protect truth in our lives at all cost.

Please notice a basic New Testament verse familiar to us all. It is II Timothy 2:15. It reads: "Study to show yourself approved unto God, a work​man that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." Let's now think of this verse in four separate parts!

1) Study

2) To show yourself approved unto God,

3) A workman that needs not to be ashamed,

4) Rightly dividing the word of truth.

Point one is short and obvious. Do it long, often and thoroughly on each doctrinal subject you have learned.

Point two we'll discuss momentarily.

Point three stresses what is at stake. If we are willing to be Bible students who "work" at it (i.e., a workman), we won't ever have to be ashamed. This shame could grow because we got caught believing one or even many teachings that were nothing more than Protestantism, Catholicism or some other rank heresy. Verse 16 sums up all of these very well call​ing them: "profane and vain babblings."

Point four requires help from God (and His faithful teachers). But, once again, it can be done. One can rightly divide the Bible.

Let's now return to point two. Apparently, proper Bible study "approves us unto God." Before we compare this to another verse where we'll make a fascinating discovery, let's examine "approved." The Greek word dokimos means acceptable, tried, approved. Whether we apply this verse or not, then, can leave us either acceptable or unacceptable to God—either tried or untried—either approved or unapproved.

Now please notice I Corinthians 11:19. "For there must also be heresies among you, that they who are approved may be made manifest among you." The same Greek word for approved (dokimos) is found here. This verse has huge implications for us all. Heresies of all kinds, shapes and sizes have swept the church for 2000 years. Some were small, some were large and sometimes many have come in waves as we see happening today. I count more than 80 the church has accepted already!

Let's now return to the word "tried." Would any of us doubt that being asked to believe a large doctrinal change away from what we know we have proven to be right is anything less than a serious trial for each of us? I assure you that if you were asked to TEACH it to others as ministers must often do, that the fire of such a trial is very real. The conscience feels assaulted directly. Teach these errors and have "man's approval" or refuse and have "God's approval" while facing termination from the ministry and your whole career!

So every doctrinal change away from Truth rep​resents a trial for each of us as they appear. Only proper Bible study can secure God's approval of such times. Only proper Bible study can bring understanding of God’s will at such times. Only proper Bible study give the faith to act (Romans 10:17) and lead us through these trials successfully at such times.

Can it be coincidence that this same chapter 11 of I Corinthians begins the context we just examined with, "Be you followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." An Apostle is asking this question in verse 1.

Would you ever follow any man of any office whom YOU PROVED WAS NOT FOLLOWING CHRIST? What if there were literally dozens of heresies surrounding you that you were being asked to follow? Would fear paralyze you into inaction​—which is tantamount to going along with the changes? Would clever "government arguments" stop you from the proper course? Would threats or ultimatums from church authorities, mates, friends or relatives keep you from doing the right thing? Or would you, instead, couple ACTS 5:29, "We ought to obey God rather than men," and AMOS 3:3, "Can two walk together, except they be agreed?" with I Corinthians 11:1, and thereby know what to do with confidence?

The argument that Philadelphians and Laodiceans are two attitudes in one organization until the Great Tribulation, does not hold water when faced with major doctrinal differences. If the differences were based on character alone this might be true. A quick review of Revelation 3:7-13, shows God's Word is very important to Philadelphians, but goes unmentioned in the description of Laodicea (verses 14-22).

Certainly Mr. Armstrong's own account in his autobiography, Vol. I, pages 505-563, demonstrates clearly what he would have done if faced with this choice today. Having known him well, and having discussed this very topic numerous times in the 70s with him, I doubt he could have even comprehended that there was a choice—clever arguments put forth by people who did not know him notwithstanding. He would act again today just as he did twice in the 1930s when the issues were far fewer and less signifi​cant.

I recently surveyed a large congregation. I asked several questions to be answered anonymously on a 3 x 5 card. My questions pertained to personal prayer, study and fasting. Over 200 baptized people responded. The results were shocking! Almost 1/2 virtually never did any of these things. And this was not long after I had JUST FINISHED a sermon series on these topics. What about you? How would you score before God in these turbulent and historic times?

Let's conclude with two important verses from John's gospel: "If you continue in my word, then are you my disciples indeed; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31-32). And later, John 17:17, quoting Jesus pray​ing to the Father in our behalf, "Sanctify them through your truth; your word is truth."

As we continue in the word of truth by rightly dividing it, we keep our freedom and remain sancti​fied (set apart from the world) by God. But every time we accept doctrinal untruths, we lose a little (or a lot) of that freedom and sanctification. Only the truth can keep you free from bondage and sanctified from this world. No umbrella of church government can ever do that. Each of us is duty-bound by God to go where the Truth is being taught and the Work of God is being done.

Sheep who find themselves grazing in a field of poisoned grass can only do one of two things; move to unpoisoned pasture or grow sick and eventually die. What; will you do? How much do you love the Truth? "

News Trends and Prophecy

by Ron Nelson

Multiculturalism-When Nobody Reasons Together

Everyone wants respect, equal opportunities and to enjoy the rights and benefits America offers. The civil rights movement and other laws were intended to open American society to minorities and protect them from human prejudice. So why the growing divisiveness in America? Where is it all leading?

The United States now faces social stresses not dreamed of even twenty years ago. The vast array of different cultures and ethnic groups are less inclined to assimilate than past waves of immigrants. The American "melting pot" has been recast into a stewing caldron of hypersensitivity and divisiveness. More and more "hyphenated-Americans" of this or that identity or group are vying for influence.

Multiculturalism is a broad term for a whole range of activities aimed at enforcing acceptance of ethnic, racial, political and sexual diversity. Although it sounds very democratic and American, it is actually advocating the end of mainstream American culture values.

Attempts to accommodate our diverse population with so many conflicting demands is partly responsible for greater division and misunderstanding. Notice this from a Latino writer:

"The country is tearing itself apart over `diversi​ty, '” says columnist, Roger Hernandez. He questions why President Clinton "even considered a radical like Lani Guinier to head the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division—could it be that she happens to be black?"

He points out how political conservatives holler about that kind of "diversity gone berserk" while the far left cynically continues to portray "so-called minorities as eternal victims. " He doesn't mince words with his incisive analysis:

Both sides have their heads so deeply buried in their ideology they cannot see anything but their own rhetorical muck. It sounds nice to say race should never matter, but the truth is there are times when it should. Take something rel​atively minor like television commercials. Years ago, every actor in a commercial was white. Today there is more (here is that dreaded word) "diversity." Which is good. It's not only white people who buy floor wax. ... For Americans of every color to feel like they are part of the same nation, they need to see themselves reflect​ed in public life—whether in politics or television. Ergo, race and ethnicity must be taken into account.

The problem is that the concept of diversity has been distorted. It has become an excuse for me-ism by liberal Hispanics, African-Americans, gays, the handicapped and a myriad other groups. Competence is relegated to the background, while membership in a group with officially sanctioned "vic​tim" status become the primary consid​eration, [says Mr. Hernandez].

Culture Gap

Many Americans of diverse ethnic background simply want a reasonable acceptance of their backgrou​nd Playwright Elizabeth Wong, who rejects being a "hyphenated American," nevertheless explains her pain and feeling of insult from the caricature of Asians in movies and television as "slanty-eyed, English-man​gling, unappealing and weak." But having seen a fresh and more realistic portrayal more recently, she adds, "Just to see oneself (accurately] reflected in the movies we see, the TV we watch, the plays we experience​—the idea takes my breath away." She explained how, as a minority, she yearns to belong and asks that American society reconsider, "What is mainstream? Who is mainstream?"

The ethnic makeup of America—just as in so many other English-speaking countries around the world today—is much more diverse than it has ever been. In an article on another subject, The San Francisco Examiner noted, "The United States is undergoing rapid demographic change, flooded with people from every culture on Earth. As the influx surges, doctors increasingly face people who are the product of another culture, another worldview, and whose concept of illness may be radically at odds with modern scientific medicine."

These days most immigrants are coming from Asia and the Americas, and less from European stock. Consequently, there is less identification with Western values and culture—now derisively referred to as "the works of the dead white males." This inevitable "clash of cultures" is spawning multiculturalism.

New York's Whitney Museum of American Art , in an especially glaring outburst of multiculturalism and its close relative, "political correctness," at its big biennial art show earlier this year, "caved in to pres​sure and staged PC [politically correct] exhibitions that feature occasional dollops of actual art and great help​ings of trendy propaganda about victimization, imperi​alism, patriarchy and the dreadful stigma of white skin."

Thus wrote John Leo in U.S. News and World Report, March 22, 1993. Mr. Leo continues:

In two numbing hours at this organized shambles, I learned that the world is neatly divided into good and bad. Good: women, nonwhites, homosexuals, transvestites, gang members, people with AIDS, gays in the military…. Bad: America, straight whites males, family, religion, hierarchies, lipstick, liposuction… all voices singing the same old song: “Hey, Hey, Ho, Ho, Western Culture’s Got to Go”… In other words, it’s a cultural war to destabilized and break the mainstream.

Pulling Together—Or Apart?

A new book, CULTURE OF COMPLAINT, The Fraying of America by Robert Hughes, addresses the growing divisiveness in disparate America. He writes about the pressure to recognize cultural diversity with special curriculum on college campuses and how it is leading to a new separatism. His thesis is that the American national character is being deeply affected by this displacement of more or less one overall American culture to a crazyquilt of diverse cultures. “America is a collective work of the imagination whose making never ends, ​and once that sense of collectivity and mutual respect is broken the possibilities of Americanness begin to unravel.”

So, the multicultural battle is much more than whether the Western classics, “the dead-white-male stuff,” should be universally taught in our schools and colleges. It is just the first big wave of many changes America will experience with its “truculent immigrant society,” as Mr. Hughes refers to the new America.

Even language is a battleline. Miami is another American city where “Latinos are a majority and native English-speakers are a statistical minority” reports Mike Clary. A county ordinance that prohibit​ed the official use of any language but English was struck down in a unanimous vote by the Dade County Commission. The law that offended "in no way prevented people from speaking whatever language they chose at work, at home, or on the streets. It only des​ignated English as the official language of Dade County while allowing for several exceptions, includ​ing voter information, elderly services and emergency 911 calls." In other words, there was no arguable need for a change in the “official language” law (L.A. Times, May 19, 1993)

Raising the delicate subject of ethnicity. and cul​ture is clearly not politically correct. But neither is most of the world going to understand that God kept certain promises to Abraham by His giving lands and material blessings to the modern nations of Israel, most especially the English-speaking peoples around the world.

God gives specific guidance regarding how to treat immigrants and visitors: "You shall neither mis​treat a stranger nor oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt" (Exodus 22:21). God insists that civil rights apply equally for everyone with​out respect to persons, "You shall have the same law for the stranger and for one from your own country; for I am the Lord your God" (Leviticus 24:22).

But God also warned that there are penalties ("curses") for broken spiritual Law. One penalty is that the Israelitish nations will lose their God-given blessings. God will allow the alien to possess these blessings: "The alien who is among you shall rise high​er and higher above you, and you shall come down lower and lower. He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to him; he shall be the head, and you shall be the tail" (Deut. 28:43-44).

Unless this nation turns back to God it will face further separatism and fragmentation as multicultural​ism takes its toll. But beyond any punishment and rebuke, when lessons are learned, God promises, "Then all peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they shall be afraid of you....And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, IF YOU HEED the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you today, and are careful to observe them" (Deut. 28:10-13).

Quick and Powerful

Remembering the Fundamentals

By Craig Kohl

"Why are we the firstfruits?" "WHY?" Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong virtually shouted at the top of his lungs during his 1985 Pentecost sermon. He continued: "We're the firstfruits to become teachers to teach oth​ers.”
With Pentecost just behind us we should take time to reflect and remind ourselves of the individual responsibility we each have-to insure that we are con​tinuing to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. We must know, and know that we know, the fundamental truths and principles delivered to us from God's true servants and through His Word.

As firstfruits in God's Kingdom, we will have the awesome responsibility and privilege to teach those transcendent fundamentals to the tattered remnant who survive the Great Tribulation.

Millions will want to know what happened to them and why the world they once knew has been so drastically altered. Bewildered, haggard, injured, dis​eased, some barely clinging to life; they may look at you and say "What happened?", "Where are we?" , "Why...why are we here?"

Once the multitude has had its physical needs taken care of they will undoubtedly want to know more. We need to meditate and diligently consider how we can effectively answer such important fundamental questions as: "Who and what is God? ", "What is man ? ", "What, if any relationship is there between God and man?”

Later, those born during the Millennium under the reign of Jesus Christ will need to be educated and trained in the Truth of God and the spiritual principles of how to live an abundant, dynamic, fruitful, and rewarding Christian life.

As surely as a farmer needs to bestow the effort to plant his seeds and water as necessary, we will, as full members of God's family and the bride of Christ, be assisting and helping the Master husbandman, Jesus Christ. We will help sow the seeds of Godliness and water with the watering of the power of the Holy Spirit in preparation for an abundant harvest of men made per​fect—those who manifest the fruit of God's Holy Spirit and whose righteousness is the righteousness of God.

Mankind will once again be in direct contact with God, and the fruits of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, self​-control—will permeate every nation submitted to the Commandments, Statutes, and Judgments of God.

Indeed, when the fortunes of Israel are restored, and when righteousness and justice prevail in the people of God, other nations will behold and be instructed. God will be glorified. Notice Deuteronomy 4:6: "Therefore be careful to observe them; [the Commandments, Statutes, and Judgments] for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, `Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people'..." Ancient Israel and all of humanity could have reaped the blessings of obedience to God. Instead, under the sway of Satan the Devil, humanity, beginning with :he first man, Adam, departed from the Truth of God, fell victim to sin, and as a whole, lost the precious knowledge of the Truth of God and the blessings of obedience.

We, as God's firstfruits, will have the wonder​ful opportunity to take part in the unprecedented restora​tion of His Kingdom and His Truth to the whole earth. "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea" (Habakkuk 2:14).

We must retain the vision of our purpose in God's master plan. At the return of Jesus Christ we will be changed., born again into the glorious Kingdom of God as full members of the God family. We will be God as God is God—partaking of the joy of His king​dom and carrying out our responsibilities as Kings and Priests under Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:6, 5:10). We will be teachers and instructors in righteousness.

So let us resolve to move forward with purpose, with dedication, and through the blessings of God and the power of His Holy Spirit we will be able to faithful​ly learn and practice His Truth now. In so doing we can show God that we desire His way and that we are actively preparing to be teachers in the World Ahead.

.

Open Letter
July 1993

Dear Brethren and Friends:

Greetings from Southern California! Mr. Raymond McNair is now with us here at our headquarters in San Dimas! It is a real pleasure to be able, once again, to work together with another of the real "pioneers" of God's Work in this age.

Mr. McNair is busily writing the booklet on America and Britain in prophecy--though we have not given it an "official" name yet. Because it is such a big project, we have decided to run the booklet serially in The Wor1d Ahead magazine . So you will get the booklet in installments before it actually appears in booklet form.

Of course, Mr. McNair, our executive editor, will be helping me direct all of our editorial work. He will also serve as vice-chairman and coordinator of our doctrinal team and will be driving or flying out to preach in some of our field churches from time to time as well. So he will certainly have plenty to do. It is a distinct honor to have him on our headquarters team!

All of us are very busy, preparing for our first ministerial conference which takes place July 12-16 here in our San Dimas offices. Al1 of our full-time ministers and wives are coming in, and many local elders and wives are coming at their own expense. Counting our leading headquar​ters men and wives, we expect about fifty people at our banquet this Thursday evening.

Brethren, God has granted us wonderful growth these past six months! We now have over 1220 households on the mailing list in the U.S. and Canada plus 250 additional households overseas. In addition, we have over 300 people who have responded to The Wor1d Ahead broadcast . Both of our feast sites are about half filled with three months to go. Del Mar, California will hold seven hundred and Pigeon Forge, Tennessee can accommodate twelve hundred. God is guiding the festival planning. At our present rate of growth we expect to fill both locations by September.

Our Belgian brethren will be hosting the European site at Hengelhoef, Belgium. Mr. Jean Carion reports that 50 additional people have now come with us from neighboring France. This is exciting news! As the word spreads that the Work is being done once again, we expect many more on the European continent will rally to Christ's banner. I plan to be in Brussels, Belgium for the Feast of Trumpets. Please pray that God will make that trip possible.

Production of our first World Ahead magazine is under way! We plan to have a four-color cover with two and four color signatures inside. Mr. Jeff Patton, our managing editor, ably assisted by Mr. Rob Hasanen and Mr. Craig Kohl are hard at work preparing layouts and editing arti​cles for Mr. McNair to review. The first issue will be for September, which will be mailed out, God willing, in late August. Please pray with us that all will go well as we strive to please and glorify Jesus Christ in this fledgling effort.

In John 4:34-36, Jesus said to His disciples, "My food [as ours should be] is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not say, `There are still four months [Oh, we have plenty of time to do the work] and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes [wake up and see what is going on around you] and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together."

Brethren, is history destined to be repeated in the Pacific? Japan and the United States are on another collision course, reminiscent of the 1930s. This culminated in the surprise attack on December 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor by Japanese air and naval forces. On both sides of the Pacific, in spite of some attempted damage control by government lead​ers, emotions are beginning to run high in the media of each country.

Glen S. Fukushima is an American businessman based in Tokyo. He directed Japanese affairs at the office of the U.S. trade representa​tive from 1985 to 1989 and currently serves as vice president of the American Chamber of Commerce in Japan. Under a news story headline which reads "Japan Sticks Third-World Label on U.S." Mr. Fukushima writes, "We [Americans] are portrayed as a corrupt, decadent nation in decline--a dangerous trend we must reverse.

Here are some additional excerpts on the same dangerous trend from a June 27, 1993 Los Angeles Times article:

The United States is losing public support in Japan. Over the past six or seven years, the United States has been portrayed here in steadily unfavorable terms. The result is a rising negative perception among the Japanese public of the United States as a nation, Americans as a people and American firms as reliable suppliers, employers and corporate citizens.

The United States is routinely characterized in Japan as a violent, drug-ridden, illiterate, uncompetitive society in defiance. Exposed daily to reports of Third World conditions in America's cities, Japanese tourists bound for the United States have been known to ask whether it is safe to drink the water. The sensation​alized coverage of the shooting last October of a Japanese high school student in Louisiana has reportedly led some Japanese to buy bulletproof vests before boarding transpacific flights. The verdict in the Rodney King beating case last year and the ensuing riots in Los Angeles gave the Japanese media a field day in portraying the United States as a racist, crime-ridden, lawless society whose preachings about human rights to China, Burma and South Africa are filled with hypocrisy.

Yes, with complicated trade disputes and anti-Asian attitudes growing in the U.S., a wedge is being driven between the two great Pacific rim powers. As the balance of trade continues to lopsidedly favor the Japanese, how much longer will the Congress of the United States be willing to foot the bill for the island nation's defense? Japan's reliance on American power to protect it is a major reason for that island nation's prosperity. Without a costly defense establishment to support, Japan has been able to plow hundreds of billions of yen into the nation's infrastructure.

Will the U.S. remove the "nuclear umbrella" as a cost-cutting measure? If so, what will Japan do in the face of a North Korea, who by all estimates, will soon possess nuclear weapons? The answer is obvious. As the U.S. disarms, a militaristic and increasingly anti-American attitude will again rise over the energetic and economically powerful Empire of the Rising Sun.

Please pray fervent1y for this Work ! Let' s keep up our spiritual zeal and allow ourselves to be used by Christ to powerfully preach the true Gospel and to warn our English-speaking nations of what lies just ahead.

Editorial by Roderick C. Meredith

COURAGE—basic to the Christian leader

It took a fair amount of courage for many of us to leave our former church association. In many cases, we gave up some friends, some family, and a lot of activi​ties and relationships that we enjoyed. These social networks gave us a sense of stability and security.

Many of the friends and loved ones we left behind are beginning to realize that it just isn't going to get cleaned up from the inside. In their hearts, they know that most of the doctrinal changes are just plain wrong. They see that the continuing drift toward mainstream Protestantism. Nobody is stopping it. And there is no turning back:

But few have the courage to do anything about it. Oh, they make a lot of noises. They say they're not yet being "made" to teach or believe false doctrines. However, their very presence clearly implies they agree. Their continued presence and support indicates to God and fellow man that they also support these false teachings. Otherwise, why are they there?

Many are still sitting around waiting for "someone else" to make the first move. It takes courage to step out alone.

Yet courage is a basic attribute of every Christian leader: witness David in front of Goliath, Daniel in the lion's den, and Jesus before the night of his crucifixion.

After the death of Moses, God told Joshua:

Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheri​tance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the Law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go (Joshua 1:6-7).

We need to pray fervently that God will give others the understanding and courage to stand up for the Truth.

And all of us in the Global Church of God will need to exercise a great deal of faith and courage in the months and years immediately ahead. For we are hav​ing to start all over. We are "pioneering" again-start​ing new churches, going to new countries, stepping out in faith again and again and again. Of course, we will also be persecuted.

But if we know and know that we know that there is a real GOD of unlimited power and wisdom, and that we are serving Him and doing His Work, then we should have the total faith and courage to move ahead, to serve and to sacrifice. For in actual fact those who think they are in the "safest" position, are in the great​est danger. Jesus said, "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Matt. 16:25-26).

If we are truly conquered by God, we will be will​ing to courageously give up our own comfort and secu​rity for a little while. Yet for all eternity we will be blessed with a reward of awesome and incomprehensi​ble proportions.
Church’s First Conference
gets a rousing start

by Jeff Patton

Energetically delivering the keynote address at the opening of the week-long ministerial conference, Mr. Roderick Meredith clearly outlined the "big picture" for the Global Church of God.

"The purpose of this confer​ence," said Mr. Meredith, "is to be sure we are focused on the big goals the Church must accomplish." Mr. Meredith explained that the recent experi​ence of the Church, in which certain leaders have abandoned most of the Truth that Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong had gained during his 52-years ministry, has created "a remarkable test for God's Church."

"God is letting the members and ministers sort themselves out as to who has their heart in God's way. They must chose their way, make their selection. This is a fantastic test. There are different places [Churches of God] members can go depending if they are: in a spirit of bitterness, desire to slack off or loosen up, sit still and just hold on, or are hyper about setting dates."

However, Mr. Meredith empha​sized, "If a member wants to follow the general approach of Mr. Armstrong, then this person should consider the Global Church of God. We deeply love, respect and honor Mr. Armstrong, though we are not going to slavishly follow Mr. Armstrong. But if we have a bias, that bias is to follow the guidelines set down by our apostle of 52 years." Mr. Meredith explained that we are not going to emulate the organization which published the "God Isn't" book​let, which has tossed all the doctrines up into the air. "We don't plan to change any big thing, perhaps some small things as we grow in under​standing."

There are three main goals which Mr. Meredith encouraged the minis​ters to focus on: reviving the Work, restoring the Truth and learning our​selves, as well as teaching others, to be bond slaves of Jesus Christ.

"God is not anxious to hurry the Work up," related Mr. Meredith. "We are here to learn lessons like lov​ing our neighbor as ourselves." He then related that what has happened to that other organization and its trans​formation into the Laodicean Church is not occurring as some sort of shock to Christ. "Many ministers and mem​bers are not ready [for Christ's return]. There are more lessons to learn.

Mr. Meredith said, "In 1961 to 1972, when I was superintendent of ministers I didn't then understand management. Now I've learned we must have the right approach in servant leadership."

Setting a high standard for the ministry, Mr. Meredith emphasized, "Let's try and do it right this time as shepards with a loving approach, good preaching, visiting and effective administration."

"We should be willing to die for Jesus Christ, but you only follow me as I follow Christ [l Cor. 11:1]," said Mr. Meredith. "If I start preaching false doctrines, become a dictator, alcoholic or adulterer; well, the brethren are thinking people: It will be ten times easier for our brethren to leave us if we don't follow the Truth. If people follow me it's not because I've won so many beauty contests, but because I follow Christ."

Mr. Meredith related his plans for a Council of Elders which would be composed of most of the elders resid​ing locally in Southern California as well as others throughout the U.S. and internationally who could be linked to important meetings by telephone.
“VITAL KNOWLEDGE”
you need to understand

Some who believed “Anglo-Israelism” now reject this vital truth

by Raymond F. McNair
During the past 50 years, the "Churches of God" (primarily the Worldwide Church of God) have distributed about 15,000,000 books and booklets explaining the true identity of the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic peoples. As a result, millions of Americans have come to believe that our peoples are indeed the descendants of the so-called "Lost Ten Tribes" of Israel. Possibly, as many as 10,000,000 to 20,000,000 Americans have learned of their true racial raots through reading the books published by the Churches of God during this 50-year period.

There are also other organizations who believe in and publish books, booklets and articles on the general subject of Anglo-Israelism. But, unfortunate​ly, numerous of those organizations often include in their writings certain beliefs which are unscriptural. Some of them even promote racist teachings under the banner of Anglo-Israelism. So let the reader beware!

Sadly, today there are some who would like to discard this knowledge concerning the true identity of the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic peoples. They, like cer​tain leaders in the Church of God (7th day) in the late 1920s and early 1930s, refuse to believe or teach this truth to their people.

In 1929, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong (founder of the Worldwide Church of God) wrote to one of the top leaders in the Church of God (7th day), and asked him to critique his 300-page paper, proving the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic peoples were indeed the descen​dants of the ancient "Lost Ten Tribes" of Israel.

Mr. A. N. Dugger, a prominent Church of God leader, wrote the following letter (dated July 29, 1929) in response to Mr. Armstrong's 300-page paper:

Dear Brother Armstrong, I...have just finished [reading] the manu​script...British Israel with the illustrations and maps. You have put much work on this and I am impressed to write you now while the matter is fresh on my mind of how it has interested me. I have seen no work near its equal in clearness and completeness. YOU SURELY ARE RIGHT, and while I cannot use it in the paper at the present you may be assured that your labor has surely not been in vain. There is a purpose in your having gone into this matter so deeply right at this time which it is not difficult for me to fully see through, and you will hear more from THESE TRUTHS and the light herein revealed later... (The Autobiography of Herbert W. Armstrong, 1967 ed., vol. 1, p. 406 [emphasis added]).

Mr. Armstrong thought the message contained in his 300-page manuscript was so important, that he later published several editions of his booklet/book, entitled The United States and British Commonwealth in Prophecy. Approximately 15 million copies of that booklet/book were sent out by the Worldwide Church of God during Mr. Armstrong's lifetime!

Regrettably, some of the modern leaders in the Church today no longer believe that message, which Mr. Armstrong himself referred to as "the VITAL KEY that unlocks prophecy to our understanding"(The United States and British Commonwealth in Prophecy, introd., p. xii). Furthermore, in his book Mystery of the Ages, Mr. Armstrong referred to this truth (regarding the identi​ty of the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic peoples being the descendants of the "Lost Ten Tribes" of Israel) as "the missing MASTER KEY to the prophecies"(p.164), and he also referred to it as "this VITAL KNOWLEDGE"(p.160).

Unfortunately, today, there are many skeptics in God's Church who would like to do away with "this vital knowledge," burying it in total obscurity, so that the peoples of America and Britain will no longer be able to understand the real truth about their ancient ancestral roots. Since, admittedly, this "vital knowl​edge" is "not pertinent to salvation," such skeptics would do away with it altogether. But such specious reasoning discounts the simple fact that though not the most important subject dealt with in the Bible, prophecy is, nonetheless, very important to God—​otherwise He would not have caused about one fourth of the Bible to be filled with prophetic writings. And we are commanded: "Despise not prophesyings" (I Thess. 5:20)!

Future issues of The World Ahead magazine will regularly feature articles about America and Britain in Prophecy. Our nations need to know their national identity --their ancestral roots-- and even more importantly, our peoples need to know what Bible prophecy says will happen to us in the not-too-distant future.

Would God’s Word Ignore the World’s Greatest Nations?

Stop and think for a moment! Is it reasonable to believe God would not even mention influential nations like America and Britain in Bible prophecy? The Bible mentions all of the mighty empires which arose in ancient times: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece and Rome. The British Empire has, in modern times, been far greater than any of the ancient empires--including the Roman Empire. Would the Word of God utterly neglect to mention the mighty British Empire which dominated the world for over two centuries?

Also, one might ask: Is it rational to believe God would totally ignore mentioning in His Word the richest, most powerful nation this earth has ever seen--the United States? God's Word makes mention of many nations -- Arabia, Crete, Cyprus, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, India, Iran (Persia), Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Malta (Melita) and Spain. Is it rea​sonable to believe the Great God would totally fail to mention the modern nations of America and Britain in His Word?

God Almighty does not ignore mentioning our great nations of America and Britain. In fact, those Anglo-Saxon-Celtic-descended peoples are mentioned more often in the Bible than any other people. Of course, they are not referred to in the Bible under their modern names of AMERICA and BRITAIN. But our American and British peoples are, in truth, the modern-day offspring of the ancient people who were known in Bible times by the name of ISRAEL!

Furthermore, the Bible gives numerous specific and vitally important prophecies which concern the future of the modern-day Anglo-Saxon-Celtic descendants of the people of "Lost Israel." Those prophecies give important warnings which our people need to know about!

The Global Church of God will fulfil its com​mission to give a loving warning to all the modern-day nations of Israel, including Judah (the modern nation known today as Israel), in order that some may turn from their abominations and be spared the Great Tribulation which will surely strike our nations due to our increasingly degenerate lifestyles!

In this series of articles in The World Ahead, we shall reveal the fascinating answers to these and many other important questions concerning the mete​oric ascent of America and Britain to the very pinna​cle of world power and prestige. We shall prove that, thousands of years ago, Almighty God promised and prophesied the rise to power of the peoples of the United States and Britain -- including their British-descended Commonwealth of Nations! Never before in the history of the world have any nations, descendants of a common ancestor, wielded such power! It is indisputable that no such "brother nations" have ever remotely matched the economic and military might of the American and British peo​ples.

Many Americans and Britons have not under​stood what it was, or WHO it was, that brought about this meteoric rise to power of the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic peoples. They have never before been able to com​prehend why our peoples have been so blessed -​more than any other nations in the entire history of this world?

In these gripping articles, we shall examine both the biblical and the historical proofs showing that the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic peoples who settled Britain and America are in truth the descendants of the ancient tribes of EPHRAIM and MANAS​SAH, sons of the Patriarch Joseph. It was to them and their descendants that God Almighty gave the fabulous birthright promises and blessings. Whoever held the birthright promises was to receive a double portion of God's blessing. It was Joseph's offspring who were to receive "two portions," rather than "one portion" which the other eleven sons of Israel or Jacob (later to become tribes of Israel) would receive (Genesis 48:22 and I Chron. 5:1-2).

Watch for this vital series of articles coming soon in The World Ahead magazine!

Don’t Mimic Feathered Fence-Sitters

By Don Davis

In the early 1970s, while visiting the Big Sandy campus of Ambassador College, I had the opportunity to tour the excellent facilities of the agricultural pro​gram that then existed.

A farm supervisor drove me along a dirt road to the turkey yard. A large number of these birds were approaching maturity just in time for Thanksgiving Day. About fifty large fowls were perched atop a wooden rail fence. As we pulled up in front of them, the turkeys fell silent as the car motor stopped and we got out to more closely view this unusual (to a city dweller) sight.

As the supervisor and I walked toward the turkeys, they watched us with quiet curiosity. We halted about five paces from the fence. One hundred beady bird eyes were riveted on us. My guide said quietly, "Listen to this," and he began to mimic loudly the well-known call of the feathered fence-sitters, "GOBBLE GOB​BLE GOBBLE!" A resounding chorus thundered back at us from the crowd on the top railing, "GOB​BLE GOBBLE GOBBLE!" Then, abruptly, the birds fell silent once more.

Eventually, the turkeys returned to their routine as we drove away. Our visit had been just a break in the short, monotonous lives of the birds, but I had learned a lesson which has spiritual implications for God's people now.

Today, thousands of converted, well-meaning Christians are sitting on a spiritual fence. They realize their church leadership has gone into error, having departed from the truth of God. However, not wanting to be found on the wrong side of the fence, they just sit, waiting for some kind of "sign" to show them what to do.

One side of the fence, which they reject, represents surrender to a watered-down religion of man's devis​ing. The other side, which they fear, is the difficult road of personal responsibility to God's word, total commitment and sacrifice which must be traveled by brethren who have decided to stay with the Truth once and for all delivered to the saints.

But the fence-sitters, indoctrinated in "never leav​ing the Church," cannot see their church has left them! Some of the fence-sitters, like those turkeys, perch in silence until their leadership gives them biblical "GOBBLE-DY-GOOK." Then they repeat "GOB​BLE-DY GOOK" back, without checking this teaching first in their Bibles.

Just as those turkeys at Big Sandy were unaware of their approaching doom (it was then shortly before Thanksgiving Day), many fence-sitting Christians dc not perceive their own spiritual danger. The longer a person stays on the fence, the more likely it is that person may get down on the wrong side!

The Apostle Paul said:

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the liv​ing and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itch​ing ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables (II Tim. 4:1-4).

It is not too late. Christ is still offering spiritual escape from error to all who will accept it. Christians must realize that GOD IS NOT ON THE FENCE! He commands all men to make a choice. "I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendant: may live..." (Deut. 30:19). When a turkey sits on a fence, half of him is on each side. So it is with Christians on the spiritual fence. God wants his peo​ple's hearts to be 100% on His side. "The proud have forged a lie against me, but I will keep Your precept; with my whole heart. Their heart is as fat as grease but I delight in Your law" (Psalm 119:69-70).

Yes, it is spiritual decision time for those who truly want to follow Christ and live by God's law. As a turkey on a rail can be easily shot by a marksman, a fence-sitting Christian makes a good target for Satan who hunts for their souls. Get off that fence! Come down on the side of the living Church where the Truth of God is active in preaching the soon-coming Kingdom of God, giving the loving warning to all Israel of the coming great tribulation and teaching the whole counsel of God.

In I Kings 18:21, a question is asked that applies to the people of God today. "And Elijah came to all the people, and said, `How long will you falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.' But the people answered him not  a word." The prophet Elijah's advice is still good today Don't be caught unawares like those turkeys destined for somebody's dinner table.

News Trends and Prophecy

Europe struggles for unity in the midst of economic recession and ethnic strife

By Ron Nelson

For the Europeans, the 90s are no more civilized or enlightened than the 80s were before the fall of the Berlin wall and communism. They see a more unstable world--one of wars, border disputes, bitter racial and ethnic conflict, terrorism and urban riots.

Is the European Community's current blueprint towards unity going to survive? Though American headlines more often focus on Europe's economic and social troubles, step by step Western Europe is still moving toward complete union. But what kind of Europe will it become? Will a united Europe be able to guarantee peace and stability on the continent?

An Idea Whose Time Has Come?

The idea of a united Europe grew out of the "never again" attitude that pervaded Europe after World War II. One of the most ardent promoters of a United Europe was Dwight D. Eisenhower, first as allied wartime commander and then as the U.S. President.

Winston Churchill also publicly promoted the idea. In one of his speeches he said, "We cannot aim at anything less than the union of Europe as a whole. And we look forward, with confidence, to the day when that union will be achieved."

The European Community (or common market) was founded 35 years ago as a trade bloc, though some visionaries hoped a political union would grow out of that framework later. The common market now com​prises at least 350 million people--out-numbering the population of the United States. Much progress toward total European economic integration has already been achieved but economic union is not yet complete.

One of the biggest problems the EC faces is that the less efficient countries of the Community face severe competitive pressures under a single currency from efficient producers like Germany. The January 1993 deadline for monetary unification has been missed. It may be 1999 before completion of this absolutely crucial step toward an economically united Europe can take place. Common EC foreign and defense policy-making also faces serious hurdles. To create a "common citizenry" from all the EC member countries would demand a corresponding loss of state sovereignty and national identity of each of the con​stituent parts.

Patriotism must be Redefined

"For many of those who dreamed of a Europe united and free during the bitter Cold War years, the realities of the post-Communist era are proving a bit​ter-sweet harvest." (Los Angeles Times, March 16, 1993). The report continues, "Western Europeans have watched with growing concern the mix of problems ranging from restless populations to virulent national​ism ... threatening the comfortable affluence they have so long enjoyed."

Historically, European peoples have fought and died to preserve their independence and sovereignty--from each other. But surveys in Europe show many Europeans as now ready to forgo or transfer sovereign​ty to some sort of supra-national European entity whose actual form is not yet sure.

A surprising cross current to the Europeans' drive toward unity is their continued desire for "stronger American leadership," according to a New York Times story. But as that newspaper noted, "The American military establishment in Europe does not know what the President will finally ask it to do" (May 16, 1993).

Failure of American Leadership

Since President Woodrow Wilson, America has sometimes operated on the conception that it is the responsibility of the United States to make the world safe for democracy. While military might projects the power and influence of the United States, it must be wielded by sound leadership to be effective strategical​ly.

The United States has been shown to be impotent in rallying effective European participation to deal with the ex-Yugoslavian civil war, particularly in Bosnia. Observers sense a serious decline in American power and credibility right at a time when the world needs confident leadership.

Some analysts say U.S. leadership is being with​drawn. "As in the 1930s, ordinary Americans are con​sumed with anxieties closer to home, but the political class, too, appears to be turning inward." Scott Sullivan, Newsweek's regional editor observed that the United States hasn't taken much interest in Europe in recent years. "For decades the Middle East has seemed a more dangerous place. Japan and East Asia have loomed larger on the trade front." He stressed that Europe does very much matter because "American interests are directly affected by all these develop​ments...". (Newsweek, November 30, 1992)

Dangerous Leadership Vacuum

The war in Bosnia, with its daily diet of televised atrocities at Europe's door "has added to the region's gloom, and the war itself has revealed how far the Community must go before it can live up to its claim to be a world political power" (New York Times, June 20, 1993).

TIME magazine convened a panel to discuss EC progress on a continent torn between unification and nationalism. The panelists sensed a steady rise in pop​ular support for unification. (East European countries have signed on as associate EC members in 1991. The EC signed agreements with Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria.) German Chancellor Helmut Kohl's former foreign poli​cy advisor, Horst Teltschik noted, "We can enlarge the zone of stability by enlarging the Community. But to enlarge the Community we have to first deepen the integration." (TIME, Dec. 9, 1991 ).

In a special "World Report" section of the Los Angeles Times, December 8, 1992, David C. Roche, a global strategist with the Morgan Stanley investment house in London, foresees a new shape for Europe "with a mighty Germany radiating influence from the center."

Along with Germany, Roche places the Benelux countries, Austria, Switzerland, Sweden and Denmark in Europe's prosperous core. Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, where German economic influence is pervasive, might also be included." "The Europe of the 1990s," Roche wrote in a Morgan Stanley analysis, "is unlikely to be the nice, prosperous, bureaucratically managed and boringly predictable continent which everyone hoped to see after a meeting in the small town hall of Maastricht last year."
What is behind the awesome changes we are see​ing? "You are dealing with very weak governments and a genuine leadership problem in the three main West European countries (Britain, France and Germany). The main fear I see is tied to recession and the growing xenophobia it has touched off. It's not limited to Germany, though it's depressing it should reappear there after 45 years of democratic experi​ment," says Stanley Hoffman, chairman of the Center for European Studies at Harvard University (U.S. News & World Report, June 14, 1993).

Prosperity through Exclusivity

Economics and the resulting prosperity-at-all-costs approach will shape much of Europe's foreign policy. But it will also be a response to security needs in this ever more dangerous world. "'The new world order still lacks a profile, and there are even signs that the West is splitting apart," warned Horst Koehler, state secretary at the German Finance Ministry. He added, "The Cold War unity in the West risks being replaced by ‘a gigan​tic global distribution fight,' not only between industri​al and developing worlds, but among industrial coun​tries themselves" (Wall Street Journal, July 2, 1993).

Trade war--"distribution fights"--will be only one area of economic competition. Too many people will cause the EC to exclude some and this will sharpen the division of the world's haves and have nots. Already Germany wants zero immigration so that jobs and housing shortages will not worsen.

In a report on Germany and how such changes will produce a new kind of European: "There's always talk about a unified Europe, but it means a unified Western Europe. A new Iron Curtain is coming up here, a bor​der determined by living standards rather than poli​tics," (U.S. News & World Report, June 14, 1993).

Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher spoke of these concerns recently in Los Angeles: "After the second [world war] we set up what came to be called the new world order. [But] it isn't a new world order at all, there really isn't such a thing as a new world order, there never will be. It is world coop​eration to give moral authority to a course of action.... We [also] knew the importance of prosperity, we knew the importance of building up better economics and better channels of trade."

Money and wealth are motivators among men and no less so among nations. But what about other crucial issues. Mrs. Thatcher continues, "If we look now at some of the hot spots around the world, we will see that we're not headed for universal democracy by any means. Right at the heart of Europe, Serbian aggres​sion reminds us, as I never expected to see in Europe again, about ethnic cleansing, brutality, massacre, mur​der, relentlessly pursued. It is within the sphere of influence of the European Community. It should be within the sphere of conscience."

Prophecy shows that a very powerful, deter​mined self-interested leadership will arise in Europe. It will acquire absolute power over the lives of Europeans so that none can buy or sell without coming under its direction. This economic control will produce prosper​ity but not without adversely touching the lives of mil​lions more around the globe!

Quick and Powerful

Are you a pillar anchored on the Rock?

by Art Braidic

Christ promised Christians who overcome in this era an awesome and truly wonderful reward for their faithfulness. He says in Revelation 3:12, "He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more." Yes, we will one day be pillars in God's temple but do we really understand what all this means?

The word God uses for pillar helps us under​stand. The word "pillar" is "stulos" in the Greek and means to stiffen, support, or simply be a pillar. The base word from which the word pillar is derived is also interesting. It is "histemi" and it means to stand, continue and abide.

Think what this means to us. We will be in the very temple of God. We will be close to Him, sup​porting Him, abiding and continuing with Him, and standing up for Him in all that He does throughout eternity. Sounds exciting doesn't it? You bet it does!

However, what is important for us to realize now is this: if we expect to be pillars in His temple in the future, we must be pillars in His temple now (Ephesians 2:19-21 ). How about you? Are you a pillar?

God's servants are to be pillars. In Galatians 2:9, the Apostle Paul said that James, Peter and John were pillars in the Church. In the Old Testament, Jeremiah was a pillar for the people of God. God ordained him to be a prophet to the nations and told Jeremiah not to fear the people to whom he was to take, God's message. God had made Jeremiah a pillar of iron to them. They could fight against him and his message all they wanted, but they would never prevail. Jeremiah would stand tall, firm, sound and unfailing (Jeremiah 1:l-18).

In construction, pillars are strong, isolated, upright structures that support the great weight of an edifice. They are narrow in width and stand tall in height and are usually sunk deep in their founda​tion. They have been known, in some cases, to be anchored in solid rock.

A pillar's relative strength greatly exceeds its size and mass if it is truly upright. But if it leans just a little too much one way or the other it is weakened. God's people must be truly upright to become pillars. "Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart" (Psalm 15:1-2).

Paul tells us that the whole Church should function as a pillar. I Timothy 3:15 says: "...I write so that you may know how you ought to con​duct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth."

We are the Church, the household of God. We are to be the pillars and ground of the Truth. To do this we must sometimes stand alone. We must be grounded solidly in our foundation, Jesus Christ, who is our Rock. We can only enter God's kingdom by what Christ calls the narrow and strait gate.

We also must rise above the mundane trials and problems of life. We must support God's Work and we must support one another. We must stand firm in the Truth no matter what kind of storm washes over us.

This is why it is so important for us to strive to be pillars now. When catastrophes come, whether storms or earthquakes, there is always some dam​age done: Sometimes an entire edifice will fall down in a shambles. However, even when a build​ing crumbles, the pillars may be left standing.

Are we pillars? Are we willing to stand firm when everything is collapsing all around us? Are we still standing up for God (Psalm 94:16)? Still standing on our foundation? Are we still supporting the Truth? Are we still supporting God's Work and His people? If we are, then we are functioning as pillars today and we can be assured that we will be pillars in His temple in the World Ahead.
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